
Polia Gersh And Her Second Husband
Volodia Nudelman 

My mother Polia Gersh and her second husband Volodia Nudelman. This photo was taken in
Kishinev in the early 1970s. We didn't observe Jewish traditions in our family. However, my mother
and my grandmother followed the kosher rules, celebrated Sabbath and went to the synagogue till
their last days. We also joined them to celebrate Jewish holidays paying tribute to family traditions.
On such holidays we just got together for a meal. When my mother returned from the synagogue,
she served the table with traditional Jewish food. My husband and I enjoyed the family eating
together. There were no rituals or prayers in our presence. My mother and my grandmother also
celebrated Sabbath, lit candles and prayed over them, but I never joined in. My mother married
Volodia Nudelman, a Jew, the janitor of our confectionery, in the late 1960s. They lived for eight
years together. He died in the late 1970s. A bit later, my mother fell severely ill. She died in 1980.
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