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Ida Goldshmidt

This photo was taken for my student's card in Riga in 1940. There were two Jewish schools in our
neighborhood: 'Zidas skola' and 'Ebrais skola'. Zidas skola was a six-year general education Jewish
school. All subjects were taught in Yiddish. We also had Hebrew and religious classes. Ebrais skola
was a Hebrew school. All subjects were taught in Hebrew, and children studied the Torah and the
Talmud. We went to Zidas skola. | liked studying, and my teachers praised me for my successes. |
have very dim memories about the establishment of the Soviet regime. | was nine years old. |
remember Soviet tanks decorated with flowers driving along the streets. Basically, our situation
didn't change. The Soviet regime was loyal to poor people. Perhaps, our situation even improved. A
pioneer unit was established in our school. Children joined the pioneer organization. My brother
Haim-Shloime became a pioneer. | was too young, since the admissions started only in the 4th
grade. My brother became a pioneer along with his other schoolmates. The children lined up and
red neck-ties were tied round their necks. | wished | had been one of them. Actually, there were no
changes in our life. Jewish schools were operating, though Jewish history and religious classes were
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cancelled. We studied the 'History of the USSR,' a new subject. We also observed Jewish traditions
and celebrated Jewish holidays at home. The synagogue was open, and my parents attended it on
Saturday. There were new Soviet holidays: 1st May and 7th November. We didn't celebrate them at
home, but there were celebrations and concerts at school. | sang in the school choir. We sang
Jewish songs since we didn't study Russian at school.
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