
Boris Liberzon And His Wife Zhenia 

This is my uncle Boris Liberzon, my mother's brother, and his wife Zhenia. This photo was taken in
Riga in 1930, shortly after their wedding. My uncle gave it to me for the memory. Uncle Boris was
my mother's youngest brother. He got married in 1928. His wife's name was Zhenia. She came
from Riga. She also came from a traditional Jewish family. It goes without saying that they had a
traditional Jewish wedding. They were very much in love, but they didn't have children for a long
time. Their only daughter, whose name I can't remember, was born in 1935. In early June 1941 my
uncle Boris' wife Zhenia and their daughter went on vacation to Pliavinias where Boris rented a
room for them from Latvian landlords. Boris and his wife were hoping that their daughter would
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gain more strength during the vacation. When the war began, Boris was mobilized to the front.
After the war we got to know that the Latvian landlords killed Boris' daughter even before the
Germans came to the town. Zhenia hanged herself after this happened. Boris didn't know what had
happened to them until after the war. Recently the memory of Zhenia and her daughter came back
to me. My husband, my friend Ella Perl and I went to the exhibition 'Jews of the Riga ghetto.' We
heard on the radio about it and didn't hesitate to visit it. My family members perished in this
ghetto. I was hoping to find a mention of them at the exhibition. There was a large book of victims
of the ghetto. However, I didn't find the names of my family, though Katolicheskaya Street where
we lived was within the ghetto territory. Thus, I found the name of Zhenia Liberzon and her home
address. The book also mentioned that she hanged herself after the vicious murder of her
daughter. Zhenia was very young. After World War II Boris worked as a tinsmith in Riga. He
remarried. His new wife was a Jewish woman from Latvia. Her husband had perished during the
war, and she and her son were in evacuation. When my uncle married her, they rented two small
rooms in a shared apartment. Boris wife's sister and her son also lived with them.
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