
Rebeca Gershon-Levi 

This is me as a little girl. This is a studio photograph taken in Plovdiv in the 1920s. I remember that
grandpa Avram Gershon was behind me and held me but you can't see his hands on the picture.
My paternal grandfather, Haim Avram Gershon, was born in Plovdiv. He was an agent but my father
and his brother supported him mostly as they were merchants and had a big shop. My paternal
grandparents lived in Plovdiv on Sahat tepe in an old Bulgarian house with a large chardak [a
wooden penthouse] and a big courtyard. The house had a solid stonewall. The atmosphere there
was wonderful. I loved going there a lot. There were three large rooms in the house that impressed
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me very much because I lived in a more humble lodging at that time. I loved to have breakfast on
the sofra [a traditional low table] and eat popara [popular breakfast of crumbled bread and fresh
milk].
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