
Szmul Grunberg With His Wife And Family 

On this photo, you can see my Grandfather Szmul Grunberg, my father's father, with his family.
This photo was taken in Stopnica, the small town where my father was born. On the photo from
right: my grandmother, Bajla Rywka Grunberg, Grandpa Szmul, his son Baruch, and Chawa,
Baruch's wife. My father's family came from the Kielce region, from the town of Stopnica. I
remember both Grandpa and Grandma. Grandma's name was Bajla or Bela Rywka, and Grandpa
was Szmul. And my father was Josef, Josef Nechemiasz. Grandpa was killed during World War II,
and Grandma died during that war, because she was sick. My grandparents were religious,
Grandma used to wear a wig, and Grandpa - a hat that Jews used to wear in the Russian partition,
in the shape of a little black saucepan with a visor. Stopnica was a small town, and I used to go
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there with Dad to visit the grandparents. Grandpa was well off. He had a store with some iron
articles, like nails, scythes, some tools, chains, whatever you'd buy in a small town, which farmers
from the area would come to. My grandparents had their own small house, they lived right behind
that store, there was even an entrance from the house to the store, and there was a big yard
neighboring with some concrete plant. I used to play there as a child, used to go inside concrete
tunnels. I remember that. My grandparents lived near the marketplace. And I even remember -
once we went there during a Polish folk holiday, and there was the atmosphere of a bit of a peril,
because farmers didn't like Jews, they would buy from them whatever they needed, but you never
knew, we were afraid of some incidents. [Editor's note: anti-Semitic incidents often took place
during national holidays.] So the shutters were closed in that store, and I remember we were
listening to whether it was peaceful outside or not. One of my cousins, Sala [nickname for Sara
Lea], often came to the grandparents. She also lived near the marketplace, but on the opposite
side. And she used to come there to help out, clean up at her grandma's, since she lived nearby,
she used to help them. Her father, Uncle Lajbisz, older brother of my father's, was a small
merchant, and there were also a few small children. Uncle had six children altogether, but because
Aunt Chaja died early, some of those kids were of the second mother - Perel. And they were so-so
off, not too rich, but they weren't that badly off either.
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