
Clara Foldes 

This is a photo of me taken by Ionel Schlesinger, the president of the Jewish community of Arad, in
2003. All the Jewish friends I had in my youth left Romania. Most of them went to Israel. I had to
make new friends. I remained in Romania for two reasons: first of all because at the age of 29 I was
diagnosed with high blood pressure and the climate in Israel wouldn't have been suitable for my
condition, and secondly because I can't learn a foreign language. Not being able to learn the
language, I couldn't have taught there. The first time I visited Israel was in 1969, and the last time
in 1988, a year after my husband died. Israel is a wonderful country. My dear husband Andrei died
15 years ago; he is buried in the Neolog Jewish cemetery. Before Pesach I work as a volunteer for
two weeks at the office of the Jewish community. I used to visit older people, but I have health
problems now which don't allow me to do these visits anymore. I like to read a lot - novels, and our
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Jewish newspaper Realitatea Evreiasca, The Jewish Reality. I watch TV, and I go to the club of our
community, where I meet my friends, almost every Monday. On Fridays I enjoy going to the prayer.
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