
Arnold Fabrikant 

This is me. This photo was taken in Odessa in 2001. I was invited to Gemilut Hesed to be
photographed as a member of the 'Front line brotherhood'. I was photographed with all awards that
I received in my peaceful life for my participation in the war. After perestroika, there is no anti-
Semitism, routinely or on state-level, as there used to be in the past. I know it. The Jewish life in
Odessa is also very diverse. My interests are tied to the activities of Gemilut Hesed. There is a
'Front line brotherhood' group working there and I'm part of it. My wife and I go to concerts and
often show our films there. We also receive charity assistance from Gemilut Hesed: monthly
parcels and 30 hrivna once every quarter for medications. But the most important thing is that we
can find our spiritual interests there. Nobody in our family can speak the Yiddish language and
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we've never observed Jewish traditions or celebrated Jewish holidays. I am an atheist and believe in
human intelligence. I keep shooting amateur films. My wife and I are interested in all aspects of
modern life: we read a lot and have many creative plans that we hope to carry out some day. .
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