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Revekka Epshteyn

This is my mother Revekka Epshteyn, nee Levin. The picture was taken in Tallinn in 1939. My
parents got married in 1924 in Tallinn. Father worked as a urologist. Mother was a housewife. It
was not in connection with the fact that married Jewish women traditionally did not work, but took
care of the house and children. At that time, young people did not adhere to that tradition. Many
young women obtained higher education, got married and kept working. People with higher
education were rather well-heeled and could afford maids, who took care of the household, and
governesses for their children. Mother was always rather feeble. In her adolescence she was
afflicted with exophthalmic goiter. Soon her decease got so exacerbated, that mother was
practically incapacitated. Of course she physically could not work. Mother was treated by renowned
doctors. Father took her to spas in Italy, Switzerland, but there was no use in that. She felt a little
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better, but her decease was not cured. We had a large four-room apartment. Father made a lot of
money, so we were well-off. Mother often went abroad with some of our relatives. My parents did
not buy expensive furniture. There were not inclined to buy things, which were too conspicuous. In
1939 Father bought a car. At that time it was a rare thing, but he did it to please Mother. Besides,

he had to visit patients at night at times, and so a car was very handy. On weekends we went out
of town and spent time at the coast and in the forest.
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