
Boris Dorfman 

This is a picture of me, taken in Kiselyovsk in 1945. I had this photo taken to send it to my mother
who was in a Soviet labor camp in Solikamsk. The photo is signed on the back: 'See you soon, your
faithful son'. My mother kept this photo and brought it home with her after her amnesty in 1947.
Kishinev was liberated in 1944 and I began to write letters to my college to continue my studies. In
1945 I received an invitation from the college to continue my studies in the 4th year. I got released
from work in late 1946 and could leave for Kishinev. When I arrived in Kishinev I got lodging in the
bathroom of the hostel of the college. I returned all my clothing that I received at work when I quit
my position in Kiselyovsk and therefore didn't have any belongings. I bought a blanket at a market
in Kishinev and this was my only belonging. I finished my studies at the extramural department of
the college. The town was ruined and there was a great demand for construction workers. I got a
job at a cooperative [association of small business enterprises] where I was capital construction
manager. I was responsible for the reconstruction of smaller plants. I worked there for a year
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hoping that they would give me an apartment, but it didn't happen. Many Jews returned from
evacuation and many of them moved to bigger towns. I remember a party dedicated to the
memory of Sholem Aleichem. The Jewish Theater began to give performances again. The
synagogues were ruined. My mother was released from Solikamsk camp in 1947 before the end of
her term. She returned to Kishinev. I already had an apartment by that time. I paid some money to
a family who moved out of their small two-bedroom apartment in an old house. I was happy that
my mother was back. She remained a convinced Zionist. She communicated with other Jews who
shared her ideas. My mother met writers, historians and actors of Jewish theaters. There was a
stamp in my mother's passport forbidding her to reside in 24 bigger towns. She had a so-called
'passport 24' and Kishinev was included on that list. My mother couldn't obtain a residential permit
for a long time, so we decided that she would 'lose' her old passport and buy a new one that cost a
lot of money. We did so and she obtained a permit. We lived together.
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