
Esfir Dener 

This is me in the hostel in Krikovo near Kishinev. The photo was taken in 1967. My cousin Viktoria
was asking me how long I was going to live in the Ural and wanted me to come back to Moldova. I
finally decided to try, and moved to Kishinev in 1964. I stayed with Viktoria. Etia Dener had passed
away before then. I went to work in the construction department in Krikovo near Kishinev and lived
in a hostel. Six months later our department moved to Kishinev. In 1968 I received a one-bedroom
apartment in Ryshkanovka, the greenest district in town. I received a good salary and bought
furniture on installments: a living room set, a couch, armchairs and a TV set. This was my home
hearth and I enjoyed arranging it. My boss Gennadiy Alexeevich Shevtsov knew that I had no
children and swamped me with public activities. I was responsible for the training of young
specialists who came to work at the department after college. He introduced me to them, 'You can
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ask our chief engineer all work-related questions and address other questions to your tutor'. They
came to me with all their problems: regarding a hostel, an award, holidays in summer time, or an
apartment, when they were getting married. I called them 'my boys' and loved them in a 'motherly'
kind of way and they returned my love.
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