
Liana Degtiar's Family 

This is my family. This photo was taken in Kishinev in 1983. We were saying 'good bye' to Alexandr
before his departure to study in Moscow. I was the one taking the picture. From left to right: my
father Elih Degtiar, my mother Sophia Degtiar, my sons Alexandr Barbul, and Boris Barbul and my
husband Ivan Barbul. We spent our summer vacations with our children at the shore of the Black
Sea. We rented an apartment in Chernomorka in Odessa. It was convenient as the sea and town
were close by. We usually rented an apartment from the same landlady, but if she had other
tenants at that moment, she helped us get accommodation elsewhere. When the children grew
older, we went to the Ministry of Education of Moldova camp in Karolino-Bugaz, Ukraine. There was
a building of a boarding school in Kishinev for children to spend their summers in the camp, and
there was a tented camp nearby. We all stayed in the tents for two weeks. Later, they built wooden
houses. This was perfect for the boys: they swam and lay in the sun. We always tried to involve the
boys in sports, went to contests, played volleyball, at one time I was fond of shooting and attended
a shooting gallery. We got together with friends and went to the cinema and theaters. We have a
big collection of books in Russian. We like reading. In 1978 my parents moved to Kishinev. They
exchanged their apartment in Soroki for one in Kishinev. My mother died in late March 1988. We
buried her in the Jewish section of the Doina cemetery in Kishinev. My father lived four years
longer. He died in February 1992. He was also buried in the Doina. After finishing school in 1979,
Alexandr entered the Faculty of Biology of Moscow State University. When he was a fourth-year
student he married his co-student Tatiana Yailenko in January 1983. She is from Donetsk [today
Ukraine]. Her mother is Ukrainian and her father Greek. She is a very smart and gentle girl. They
had their wedding in the dormitory of Moscow State University. Tatiana's parents, her sister, my
husband, Boris and I attended their wedding. The wedding party lasted three days and three
nights. It took place during the winter exams, so they also sat for their exams. In December their
son Lyonia [affectionate for Leonid] was born. Tatiana was a fifth-year student. She took an
academic leave and graduated from the university one year after Alexandr. Alexandr finished a
postgraduate course in Moscow. In 1988 they moved to Kishinev. By that time, we had built a
three-bedroom cooperative apartment, and our children moved into our former furnished two-
bedroom apartment. Alexandr went to work at the Academy of Sciences of Moldova.
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