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Liana Degtiar With Her Friend Ira Treiger

il
This is me (at the bottom), with my friend Ira Treiger. This photo was taken in Soroki in 1954. |
spent my vacation in Soroki after finishing my third year at university. | went to the fourth grade in
Soroki. Our teacher, Yelena Fyodorovna, was very good to us. All the children liked her. | made
friends with Ira Treiger. Before 1940 her family also lived in Bucharest. Ira's grandmother lived near
Soroki. In 1940 her family went to Ira's grandmother on vacation. Ira's aunt and her adoptive
daughter went with them. When the Soviet troops came to Bessarabia and closed the border, they
stayed in Soroki. The aunt's husband, a Hungarian, stayed in Romania. Ira's aunt was a communist
and had even been taken to camps for her underground activities. When the Great Patriotic War
began, Ira's father was recruited to the front. Ira, her mother and grandmother evacuated to
Russia, I've forgotten the place. Her mother had tuberculosis and died. Ira's father perished at the
front. Ira was raised by her aunt. Ira and | went to a music school, when we were in the fourth
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grade. We attended piano classes. In the ninth grade | stopped going to the music school. | had to
prepare for college. | finished school with a silver medal in 1951. | had a '4' [out of 5] in Russian
composition. | entered the Faculty of Physics of Kishinev University. School graduates having
medals didn't have to take the entrance exams. My friend Ira Treiger failed to enter the university.
She entered the Faculty of Mathematics of the Teachers' Training College. We had four lectures
every day and laboratory classes two or three times a week. We were even a little jealous about
the philologists and historians: those 'chatter boxes' easily got '5' marks in their exams. However,
we still managed to go to the cinema or theater. | liked classical music and attended all the
concerts at the philharmonic. | never missed one premiere in the theaters in Kishinev. | also
attended the performances where Anna Mikhailovna sang. There was a choir and theatrical group
at the theater, but | didn't go there. Our boys were fond of football. They went to all the football
games at the republican stadium near our dormitory. At times they stood in queues for nights to
get tickets. If they failed to get tickets they came to our dormitory to watch the matches from the
windows or sitting on the roof. We had parties at the university and often got together. When we
were senior students we arranged parties with students from Odessa and Lvov Universities. |
always spent my vacations in Soroki. | had friends there and we went to the Dnestr in summer. |
graduated from the university in 1956, and received a diploma with honors.
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