
Iosif Bursuk With His Brothers Ieguda And
Mikhail Bursuk 

This is me and my brothers in Chernovsty in 1934. From left to right: Ieguda Bursuk, I, and my
younger brother Mikhail Bursuk. My father and mother had known each other since their childhood.
My father came to Ataki to propose to my mother when he already had a well-paid job and bought
an apartment in Chernovtsy. My parents got married in Ataki on 1st June 1928. We lived in a three-
bedroom apartment on Gonta Street in Chernovtsy before and after the war. My brother Ieguda
was born in 1930, I followed in 1931 and my younger brother Munia in 1934. My brothers and I
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always looked forward to Chanukkah. This was a very merry holiday. There were lots of delicious
things on the table. We had guests, relatives and friends, and we received Chanukkah gelt - money
at Chanukkah. I also remember Purim and the overwhelming carnival that the whole town was
involved in. Disguised people came to the houses and there were performances of the Jewish
theater in the squares of the town that were attended by the whole population. My older brother
Ieguda was a foreman for chemical coloring at the textile factory. He married a Jewish girl in the
1950s and they lived in their own apartment. There were many vacant apartments in Chernovtsy in
the 1950s and it wasn't a problem to find a place to live. Ieguda was the only one of the three of us
who was religious. He went to the synagogue and they celebrated all religious holidays in his
family. I visited him on Jewish holidays, but I didn't go to the synagogue any more. My brother died
in 1991. My younger brother Munia finished the energy institute in Ivanovo. It was easier for a Jew
to enter a higher educational institution in Russia than in Chernovtsy. Upon graduation Munia
became chief of the laboratory at the scientific research institute in Slaviansk, Donetsk region.
Later he moved to Kramatorsk. He had a lovely apartment in the center of town, a nice country
house, and a car. People in town knew and respected him. His daughter moved to Israel four years
ago and he followed her some time later. My brother lives near Tel Aviv, but I think he regrets
having moved. He went there for the sake of his daughter, but they live separately, although they
do see each other often. He often calls me and I understand he misses his homeland.
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