
Yakup Bozo's Family 

This is a picture of my brother Yakup Boz and his family: his wife Alegra Bozo, his son Ezra and his
daughters Feride and Sofi. The photo was taken in Istanbul in 1950. My eldest brother was born in
1908. He did his military service in Urfa. He was very religious. When he went up to the teva, they
said the Hohma for him. He was religious at the level of a rabbi. He came to Istanbul in 1940. He
married my sister-in-law, Alegra Bozo. They had three daughters and one son: Azur Bozo, Feride
Bozo, Fifi Bozo and Rozet Bozo. His eldest, Azur Bozo, was born in Urfa. My sister-in-law was in
Istanbul but they came to Urfa for the birth. Yakup was an authority in religious matters. He knew
everything as much as the Hahambashi. He used to preach at the Buyukada Synagogue in the
summers. There was a Talmud Tora in Urfa. Even in the years when he went to school, my brother
would get up early in the morning, go to the Talmud Tora first, and then go to school. They used to
teach the prayers, then the Perashot and then the rest of the knowledge. We had a tradition in our
city. We used to go to the synagogue at 4 or 5 in the morning and all the rabbis and the wise men
came, too. My brother was as fascinated by all this as my father. They would sit down and read the
Torah. The grandfather of the Hayamo family, who were killed, was a great rabbi. They used to sit
under his leadership in the mornings and talk. My brother said he learned everything from these
talks. There were a lot of other wise men. They didn't only read, but they did interpretations as
well.
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