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Tiko Josiford With Relatives

L

This is a photo from my brother's first homecoming to Bulgaria in 1965 after he eleft for France in
1946. This photo was taken at the mountain resort Borovets. On the left is my sister Ziumbilula,
next to her, my brother Israel, followed by his wife Gabriela, my daughter Hertzelina and me. Israel
was born in 1923 and he is now an architect. He completed his primary education at a Jewish
school. | remember that my brother was very keen on studying and took a book to read even when
sitting at the table for his meals. My mother called him 'daliado' in Ladino, which means absent-
minded, because books never left his hands. His grades at school were high enough to release him
from matriculation but, nevertheless he, of his own free will, sat for the exams in order to improve
his grades even more. In 1946 he went to Paris as a delegate to a Jewish conference and remained
there. When he was a small boy everybody addressed him with the diminutive Israeltiko. This name
Tiko stuck with him and that is why we all called him by that name. The documents he was issued
in France were in the name of Tiko Josiford -Yosif turned into Josiford. He has been living there for
many years. He is married and has three daughters, who are still not married even though they are
of age. He has two specialties - architecture and urbanism. In order to be able to teach, he had to
specialize in Algeria where he lived for ten years, and then devoted himself to his professorship. My
brother managed to come to Bulgaria no sooner than 19 years after his departure, because then he
was on the records as a non-returnee, who had emigrated without the authorities' official
permission. He managed to come only due to the fact that his name was now Tiko Josiford, and not
Israel Yosif Israilov. This is why the Bulgarian authorities could not establish his real identity. He
arrived by car via Yugoslavia, with his wife and one of his children.
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