
Cracowian Jews At The Mass Grave Of The
Jews Murdered In Ojcow 

This picture was taken to commemorate the visit of our group of Cracowian Jews to Ojcow. It was
the anniversary of the mass murder there or founding the memorial. It was in the 1990s, I don?t
remember the exact year. I am the third from left. The president of the Jewish Community in
Cracow, Tadeusz Jakubowicz, is the fifth from the left (in the front row). The only woman on the
picture is Mrs. Jakubowicz (forth from the left), Tadeusz's mother. After the collapse of the system
in 1989 I didn't work any more. I retired in 1985, in January. I was 65 then. I wasn't needed in my
workplace any longer; the feeling was that young people should be taken on. I looked for a job in
other places, but the only one I was offered was as a porter, so I turned it down. Not very much
changed in my life in 1989. Only the fact that you started talking about the war, with both friends
and people you didn't know. We reminisced about being expelled, about our time in the camps. We
hadn't talked about that since the war, you didn't talk about who had survived and how. But after
1989 television crews started coming, and they began a series of interviews about experiences
during the war. So we started reminiscing. A lot of Jews came to Cracow, but most of them were no
one we knew. After the collapse of communism people who had formerly been conspiratorial about
being Jewish started to reveal it and started coming to the synagogue, people who often had
changed surnames, sometimes even people who had been baptized as Catholics. I have been a
member of the Jewish community organization since 1945; I mean first I joined the Jewish
Committee and then the community organization. I am one of its oldest members, because a lot of
people have died, a lot of people have moved away. I also belong to the TSKZ, and recently we've
had a Seniors' Club created. I take part in the meetings of the TSKZ Jewish Combatants'
Association. Unfortunately not many people come to these meetings. There are a lot of older
people, but then again the type of activities on offer don't appeal to everyone. We are informed
about all the most important events, we organize trips together, we meet in rooms owned by the
TSKZ and the Jewish Community.
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