
Magdalena Berger With Her Step-Mother
Joli Grossberger 

This is me with my step-mother Joli Grossberger. The picture was taken in the anteroom of our
home in Sombor in 1939 or 1940.

My father remarried in 1936. His sister was living in Romania. She introduced him to a woman
named Joli Kohn and they married sometime thereafter. I don't remember the specifics of their
courtship or where and when they married. However, I recall that it was a very natural transition
when my stepmother came to live with us. Joli was religious. She did not wear a wig but I think she
did go to the mikvah (ritual bath). In the few years that my stepmother lived in Sombor before the
war, she did not make many friends and did not socialize much. Her mother and the rest of her
family would come to visit her in Sombor but she did not travel back to Romania. My stepmother
was a very strict and conventional woman and kept me under close observation even when I was in
my late teens.
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