
Magdalena Berger's Father David
Grossberger On Vacation 

My father David Grossberger is pictured in vacation in Vrnjacka Banja around 1920. He is the man
standing in the light suit.

My father loved and respected his parents but he was not able to remain as steadfast in his
observance and worldview as they. As a young adult he moved to the less religious city of Sombor.
It is not known why he left but I believe that part of the motivation was to allow himself space for
his more relaxed religious observance. In Sombor, he opened a textile factory and a wholesale
textile shop. The factory was named something like Prva Jugoslovenska Fabrika za Tapaciranje, and
is still located near the bus station in Sombor. The factory was functioning up to a few years ago.
The shop was on the ground floor of the building where we lived.

Through these endeavors my father achieved a level of financial success that had eluded his
father. He was a successful businessman, which allowed his family to live a comfortable but by no
means extravagant life. I remember that my father never gave us pocket money and he urged us
to play with his workers' children. My father kept a diary concerning his business activities so that
we, his children, would know that he was an honest businessman. Despite his success he always
maintained a sense of modesty and made sure we all did as well.
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