Q centropa www.centropa.org/en/photo/srul-benderskiy

Srul Benderskiy

This is a photo of my father Srul Benderskiy. He had this picture taken in Kishinev in 1930 at my
mother's request for the family album. My father was the oldest of my grandparents' eight children.
He was born in Kishinev in 1880. My paternal grandfather's sons studied at cheder, and his
daughters were educated at home. All children could read and write well in Hebrew. After cheder
my father and his brothers finished the Russian grammar school in Kishinev. They all got a higher
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education. My father and Hil studied at the Commercial Academy. All members of the family spoke
fluent Russian and had a good conduct of German and French. My father and his brothers also
knew Latin. They all spoke Yiddish in the family. In 1918 Moldavia became part of Romania. The
state had a monopoly of the tobacco industry. They expropriated my grandfather's factory and
store. They reimbursed my grandfather the cost of his property. He gave money to all his children
so that they could start their own business. My father bought a rubber goods store for this money.
My grandfather also bought him a house near the railway station to open another store. | don't
remember how the others invested their money. My father wasn't good at business and almost
went bankrupt in 1938. He let his house near the railway station to Baptists. A delegation of
Baptists came to him in Kishinev to ask him to sell his house. They wanted to remove it and build a
church. My father said that if they wanted to build a church he would just give them this house.
They thanked him and gave my father a Bible for his kindness. My father always gave away what
he had.
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