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Victoria Behar With Her Son Emil Behar And
Her Parents-In-Law lacob And Lenka Behar

This picture was taken in 1955 in Sofia. | am on the right, the one with the dark hair. Next to me is
a relative, then my father-in-law lacob Behar, my mother-in-law Lenka Behar, nee Alfandari, and
my son Emil Behar. | am pregnant with my younger son Eli. My son Emil was born on 27th February
1950, and my second son, Eli, on 19th November 1955 - both in Sofia. When the children were born
and there was no one to help me, | started to do sewing in piece work from home. This kind of work
was organized for old people and women with little children. At one point, however, | could no
longer work that way and | started working with the state tourist company Balkantourist, where |
worked for 19 years as a clerk in the administration until | retired in 1983. Now both my sons have
two children. Emil has two daughters, Victoria and Silvia, and Eli has a son, Victor, and a daughter,
Daniela. They both graduated from university - Emil is a pedagogue like his father, and Eli is a
pharmacist. My husband and | wanted them to marry Jewish women, but they both married
Bulgarians. The way of life in a Jewish family is different from that in a Bulgarian family, even
though they live in the same country. My husband and | even wanted them to see more of life
before marrying. But it was their decision. We had told them that there is no such thing as divorce
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in our families, but two years ago Eli divorced his wife. It's all fate. They both identify themselves

as Jews, but | couldn't take them to Bet Am to take part in the life of the Jewish community. But

now I'm happy that | was successful with my granddaughters, who also feel like Jews. | only failed
with my grandson, Victor.
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