
Victor Baruh 

This is a photo of me taken by Edward Serotta in Sofia in 1989. After 9th September 1944 almost
all my friends left for Israel, where I have visited them several times. I have very fond memories of
this; we looked at some photographs together and they even gave me a few - I had studied with
some of them till the 4th grade. They warmly welcomed my wife and me. Yet I stayed in Bulgaria
because at that time I was a leftist like my elder brother Armand and I thought that the Jewish
question would be resolved along with the social problems. But political differences did not trouble
our friendship. I was a member of the Bulgarian Communist Party but this has never influenced my
attitude toward Israel. The anti-Semitism among the Bulgarian communists was due to the position
of the Soviet Union. Although I was a member of the Party I experienced things that caused me to
think. I wasn't a blind follower, for example in 1970 I was discharged from the magazine Plamak
[flame in Bulgarian]. I saw a lot of things that I didn't approve of. The official attitude of the state
toward the wars in Israel wasn't the only thing.
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