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Eshua Almalech's Father Aron Almalech And
His Second Mother Luna Almalech Before
Their Leaving For Israel

This is my father Aron Almalech, the man in the dark suit and his wife Luna Almalech, the woman
sitting in the dark dress and with white hair together with some friends before they moved to Israel
in 1954.

My father Aron Almalech was always an ardent Zionist. He was the chief secretary of the Mapai.
[Jewish social democratic party] He accompanied Ben Gurion when he came to Bulgaria for the first
time in the middle of the 1940s. When the Israel state was founded in 1948, my father received an
invitation by the Israeli government to become a 'sheliach’, that is, the chairman of the Sochnut in
Bulgaria. One of the first diplomats, Ben Zur, ambassador in Vienna and responsible for the whole
of Eastern Europe, came to Bulgaria to hand him the invitation. My father exercised this duty until
he left for Israel in 1954. My father was a distinguished social democrat, and as early as 1946 in
Stara Zagora he was invited to run for MP from this party. But then came the heated division
between the parties, which formed the coalition Fatherland Front against the fascist government.
After the 9th September victory the communists started following closely the Soviet and pro-
Stalinist policy, while their other allies did not agree with it and formed an opposition, which my
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father joined. He did not manage to become a MP because many social democrats were sent to the

communist jails. He was also sent to jail for a couple of days because he had spoken against the
dictatorship in Stara Zagora. But | was able to have him released with the help of some friends of
mine and of my friend Mony Dekalo. | took him to Sofia where he worked for the Jewish
organization and no longer took part in politics. My father's second wife, Luna Almalech, lived in

Sofia with us until 1954. Then my parents left for Israel and lived in Tel Aviv until my father died in
1977.
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