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Faina Volper With Her Sons Sergey And
Alexei

I, Faina Volper, and my sons Sergey (on the left) and Alexei.

| was admitted to the Medical Institute in Chernovtsy in 1947, but | was pregnant already. | went to
Starokonstantinov to have my baby born where my mother was. Our first baby was born in
Starokonstantinov on 29 January 1948. He was named Alexei. When he was three months old we
returned to Chernovtsy. | studied at the Institute by for a year and went to the Philology Faculty at
the University on the 2nd year. | could get a better education at the University. | didn't have to
attend lectures. Studying by correspondence was more convenient. | took exams twice a year and
spent the rest of the time with my son. On 29 December 1950 our second son Sergey was born.

| graduated from the University in 1956. My husband got a job assignment in a district school near
Chernovtsy. He was director of a district school in Kiselyov for two years and then in Berezhtsy. |
worked as a teacher of literature in the same schools. Later we returned to Chernovtsy. | couldn't
find a job. It didn't have anything to do with my nationality. There were no vacancies for me. | was
offered a temporary job at a kindergarten and | decided to accept it. | got a job at the kindergarten
near my house. | liked my new job very much and children and their parents liked me. | worked at
the kindergarten until | retired.

My mother helped me to look after my sons when | went to work. She came to stay with us for
several months in a row. | sent my sons to my mother to spend their summer vacation. . They were
nice kids. They were growing independent and kind.

After finishing school my older son Alexei finished a Construction College. He got married and in
1974 his son Alexandr was born. Alexei had to provide for his family and he went to work. | wish he
had completed his education. He works as a foreman at the students' camp of the University. He
has a good wife. She came from an assimilated Jewish family from Chernigov region near Kiev. Her
family came to Chernovtsy after the Great Patriotic War. They did not observe any traditions and
my son's family does not observe any traditions, either. They didn't know the language.
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My younger son graduated from the Technological Faculty of Kiev Institute of Light Industry. Upon
graduation he returned to Chernovtsy and began to work as engineer at the factory manufacturing
kitchen utensils. Later he finished the law faculty of College of Commerce in Chernovtsy. He got a
job of a lawyer at the butter and margarine factory. He was promoted to Head of Law department
in no time. He got married and had two children: his daughter Julia was born in 1979 and his son
Roman was born in 1989. My sons have Jewish wives. It is very important for me.
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