
Liza Usherenko’s Cousins (maternal) 

The children of my mother's brother Haim Grinberg. From left to right: Boris and Sonia Grinberg
(standing), Matvey and Lilia Grinberg (sitting).

My mother's name was Dvoira Usharenko, nee Grinberg. She was born in Gornostai-Polie near
Chernobyl in 1886. Gornostai-Polie was famous for its strong Jewish traditions and so was
Chernobyl. Her father Morduch Grinberg was a melamed. He was teaching younger children. They
were also very poor. My grandfather Morduch also made boot trees for shoemakers. Leya had a
kitchen garden and grew vegetables for her children and grandchildren. My grandfather Morduch
was very strict and authoritative and his only business was to teach children. He studied religious
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texts, prayed and read the Torah.

There were five children in the family: the older sister Nehama was born in the 1870s. She was
very beautiful, but she died when giving birth to her 3rd child. Mikhel was few years younger. He
studied well and became a teacher in Kiev. In 1878 Hai-Ginesia was born. When her husband was
killed during a pogrom in Chernobyl in the 1920s she was left with two children. The next child
after Hai-Ginesia was Haim. He was very handy: he could fix shoes or a fence. Later he left for Kiev
and was a typesetter in a printing house. All of the children in their family got education. Brothers
Mikhel and Haim went to the cheder and Nehama, Hai-Ginesia and my mother were studying at
home. They followed religious traditions in their family. My mother remembered her father wearing
a beard. Mikhel and Haim had a Barmitsva when they reached 13 years of age. They celebrated
Sabbath and Jewish holidays in the family. My parents took the boys to the synagogue on Saturday
and on holidays.

I have many relatives abroad. Uncle Haims children Boris, Sonia, Matvey and Lilia and the children
of Semyon Grinberg are in Baltimore.
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