
Boris Molodetski’s Mother's Sister Mary
Khromaya 

This is my mother's sister Mary Khromaya. This photo was taken in Odessa in 1915.

My mother's sister Mary was born in Odessa in 1900. She had some education. In the early 1920s
aunt Mary who was one of the best employees in the garment industry in an enterprise in Odessa,
was elected a member of the town council. Aunt Mary wore trendy clothes that she made herself.
She got married at the age of 30 in 1934. Mary's husband Rafail Khromoy was born in Khahchevato
village, Kirovograd region in 1902. We have a picture of his mother Dvoira Khromaya in our family
album. Rafail worked in the Zagotzerno [grain supplies] system and I suspect he did some dealing
and wheeling there. In 1935 their daughter Ella was born. During the Great Patriotic War Ella and
her daughter evacuated. Ella worked in a kolkhoz near Tashkent. Rafail flatly refused to evacuate
hoping to start his own business when Germans came. His neighbors told us that he perished in the
ghetto.

After the war Mary and her daughter returned to Odessa. Aunt Mary worked at the garment
factory. Ella finished 7 years at school and went to work in the sales department of the resistance
unit plant. Ella married Victor Levin, a Jewish man. Victor worked in the accounting office at the
plant and did some swindling ; he paid salaries under forged payrolls. He was imprisoned for doing
this. Aunt Mary died of lung cancer in 1968. Ella and her children - her husband had died before -
moved to New Zealand in 1980 and then to Sydney.
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