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Revekka Mexina’s Family

My husband Alexandr Nepomniaschy and I, Revekka Mexina (sitting). 2nd row: my son Valery and
his wife Anna Nepomniaschaya, nee Yahotinskaya.

I had no news from my husband in two years (1941-1942). | was sending requests but their reply
was that he was "missing". Then his parents received a letter from him at the end of 1943.
Alexandr's mother came to us with this letter. We were happy to have this letter and to know that
he was alive. We wrote him a letter telling him our new address and he began to write us. He wrote
that he was captured, and then he ran away from the camp for military captives and joined the
partisan unit of the famous General Kovpak. My husband was in this unit to the end of the war.

My son went to a Russian school in 1947. He studied well and was especially fond of mathematics.
In 1957 he finished the secondary school with a silver medal. He wanted to study at the university
in Moscow, but it was difficult to enter there and | convinced him that it would be better for him to
study in Chernovtsy and live at home rather than at a hostel in Moscow. My son worked for a year
and entered the Department of Mathematics at Chernovtsy University in 1958.

In 1963 my son Valery graduated from the University and received a diploma with distinction. That
same year he became a post-graduate student at the Novosibirsk Institute of cybernetics. It was
the leading research center of cybernetics at that time. Valery became a candidate of science in
mathematics. He has over 150 publications now. He is Chief of the laboratory of cybernetics in
Novosibirsk.

Valery got married in Chernovtsy in June 1966 when he was visiting us during his vacation. His wife
Anna Yahotinskaya, a Jew, also graduated from Chernovtsy University. They knew each other since
they were students. Valery and Anna had a civil registration ceremony and had a small party
inviting their closest friends and relatives. Then they went to Novosibirsk where they live now.
Anna had a difficult childhood. She was born in the Khotyn ghetto in 1942. Anna's sister Klara was
also born in the ghetto in 1944. When in 1944 the Soviet army liberated inmates of the ghetto
Anna's father was recruited to the army. He perished at the front. Her mother was raising her two
daughters alone. Anna is a candidate of science now. She goes to international conferences, has
many publications and reads a special course at the Novosibirsk university. Unfortunately, Anna's
difficult childhood had its impact on her life - she has no children.
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