
Frida Zimanene With Her Family 

I am on the right in this picture. On the left is my grandson Vladimir, Alexander's son, his sister
Olga and their mother, my daughter-in-law Ludmila. The picture was taken at our place in Vilnius in
1998.

My children went to a Lithuanian school with profound studies of English. Both of them successfully
finished school. My son Alexander graduated from the Vilnius Construction Engineering Institute.
He was a teacher and got a degree as a candidate of science. Alexander refused to work for a
doctor’s degree as that degree would bring him no money, which his family needed. Alexander’s
family lives in a five-room apartment. I also moved there. My son met his future wife, a Russian
lady from Siberia, Lusya, at the Palanga resort. Lusya and Alexander have two children. The elder
son, Vladimir, born in 1976, graduated from the London School of Economics. He is currently
working in Vienna. Vladimir has a mundane life. He is not going to marry. His younger sister Olga,
who just turned 25, graduated from an Institute of International Law in Belgium and moved to
London to attend courses for attorneys. There she met a Canadian and married him. She went to
his motherland, Canada.

We never celebrated national holidays in our family, as there was no need in that. However, my
children identify themselves as Lithuanians, being loyal to their motherland. In 1987 I began
working for the Lithuanian Culture Fund. It was the time when the movement for independence of
Lithuania emerged, and the Culture Fund released the draft on development of the culture of
minorities in Lithuania. I, being the only Jew in our organization, was given the task of dealing with
Jewish culture. I witnessed the foundation of the Jewish community. I was responsible for the
organization of the first Pesach celebration after so many years of the Soviet regime. It took place
in the 1990s. I think of the Jewish community of Lithuania as my creation. I’ve worked part-time as
an administrator for the publisher of the Jewish paper for quite a few years. I have a good pension. I
go to work with the feeling of being needed. I get along with Paya and visit her in Israel.

I’m completely acclimatized to modern life. I often think, if God exists, he took my husband in time.
It would have been hard for him to get over the breakup of the Soviet Union, the collapse of the
Communist ideology and his ideals. I think it is positive for Lithuania to be an independent country
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now. Now I can openly go to see my sister. I’m happy that my children and grandchildren have an
opportunity to study overseas, travel and feel free.
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