
Moishe Kuyavskiy, His Wife Sonya And
Daughter Chava 

These are my elder brother Moishe Kuyavskiy, his wife Sonya and daughter Chava. They are
currently living in Israel. The picture was made in Munich, Germany in the 1950s. Brother sent the
picture to me in the 1960s.

On 1 September 1939 fascist German unleashed Second World War by attacking Poland. The first
two days Molotov-Ribbentrop treaty was effective, allowing people to abandon Poland via Soviet
Union borders. Large groups of fugitives got together on the boarder. Elder brothers went there.
They tried to convince parents that all of us should leave together. My parents were rather elderly
and it was hard for them to go in nowhere, leaving the apartment and things that they have got by
blood and sweat. They also could did not let my brother and I go either as they did not know what
might have happened with us. It happened so that on the first day of war we parted with Moishe
and Isaac as we stayed in Lodz.

Isaac and Moishe shortly after crossing Polish border, were taken to Siberia. Formally they were
charged with evasion from army service. Brothers did not tell what was happening indeed. When
Great Patriotic War was over, both of them returned to Poland in 1945. Then Isaac left for Israel
and Moishe for Canada. Brothers had already had families by the time we started keeping in touch.
Moishe married a Polish Jew Sonya. They had a daughter Chava. Isaac's wife was Bronya. He had
two children, whose names I cannot recall. From their letter I found out that my twin brother
Benjamin was alive. When we parted, while was unconscious, he was taken out from the camp.
Benjamin decided that I died and left for Canada upon liberation. There Benjamin settled down
well. He started fur business and even opened up his own store. Soon he married a Jew Enna. They
had children and were very prosperous. Benjamin's elder daughter was named after mother Ella. I
cannot recall the name of the younger daughter. I was so happy to have my family back, to find out
that they were alive. I could see them in a while- in 1988 when the iron curtain was removed and
perestroika commenced.
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