
Yakov Furman 

This is I holding a speech before representatives of city public of Shauliai during celebrating 60th
anniversary of clearing Shauliai from fascists. Siauliai, 2004.

In 1945 I was employed at the sanitation department of the Siauliai ispolkom. I was given a very
good apartment and my wife and I moved there. I always had high positions. I started at the
sanitation department of the town. There was a lot of work right after war. There was an epidemic
of typhus fever, TB, lice and all kinds of infections. Later I was in charge of the sanitation
department, chairman of the Red cross, in general I tackled administrative issues. Besides, I
worked part time as a dentist. I was a good doctor and had my clientele. We lived comfortably,
especially taking into account the fact that mother and sister helped us- they sent money and
parcels from France. Last years I had worked as a dentist in a clinic. When I turned 80 I
ceremoniously retired. They made a nice good bye party for me.

We had a good living in soviet times. We went to Palanga with my family. Wife and I went to the all-
soviet resorts in Crimea and Caucasus. We went to Paris twice, to see my sister and mom.

According to the law on restitution, I got the land which pertained to my family. It was big money. I
get a good pension as I took part in war. In general, my wife and I have a pretty good living and
even have a chance to help our granddaughters. I am happy that Lithuania as well as other
countries exited USSR and gained independence. Though, communistic idea is close to me. It was
sad for me to give up my party membership card.
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I did not observe traditions in postwar years. I held a high post. I was the member of the party, so it
was impossible for me. I joined Jewish religious community in Klaipeda. There has been an active
Jewish community in Siauliai for quite a while. I also joined it. I attend all events. At times I go there
for Sabbath celebrations. On Pesach and Rosh Hashanah my wife and I go there for sure. I have
matzha at home. My wife supports me in everything. She goes to the community with me
sometimes though she says that some Jewish ladies look askance at her and she feels it. At home
we mark Jewish Pesach and Catholic Easter. My wife and I have a friendly attitude to each other. I
get along with my Lithuanian neighbors. In general, Lithuanians treat Jews very well. I have lived a
long life and have no regrets.
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