
Ester Vee 

This is me in this photo - I'm six months old. This photo was taken in Tartu in April 1931.

I was born in 1931. My parents gave me the name of Esther. Before I was born my mother quit her
job and earned money by knitting children’s socks and hats, which she delivered to a store. My
grandmother and grandfather insisted that my parents left me with them. They believed this would
enable my father to dedicate sufficient time to his studies. So I was left with my grandfather and
grandmother in Tallinn. My parents stayed in Tartu.

My grandparents loved me a lot. My grandmother and my grandfather’s sister Riva took care of
me. The whole family loved and pampered me. After my father graduated from Tartu University my
parents moved to Tallinn. My parents rented an apartment, and I returned to my parents. Initially
they rented a smaller apartment in Imante Street. I have very dim memories of this period.
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