
Ninel Cherevko With Her Family 

Our family photograph. Standing from left to right: my husband Ivan Cherevko, I, Ninel Cherevko,
my older son Alexandr, my brother's wife Aida and my brother Felix Shwartz. Right to left: my son
Victor (left), Grigory Shwartz holding Felix' sons Grisha and Pasha, my mother Clara Shwartz and
my son Sergey. Photo made in Lvov in 1969 on the occasion of brother Felix and his family visiting
us from Perm to spend summer vacation. They came to see us once in 3-4 years due to their busy
schedule. In 1944 I was admitted to chemical technological faculty of the Lvov Polytechnic
institute. There was a number of students at the Institute that were veterans of the war. One of
them - Ivan Cherevko - was especially courteous: he brought me books and flowers. He told me of
his love and I realized that I loved him, too. At the end of 1945 we got married. We had a small
party at the hostel of the institute. In 1946 after my father demobilized from the army my father,
mother and grandmother Bertha, Felix and my younger sister Tania, she was born in 1945, came to
live with us. All 7 of us lived in a small room during the first year until my father received a two-
room apartment. My family accepted my husband cordially. My father got a job at the fuel agency
and later became a deputy manager of Lvov coal agency. Shortly after the war he submitted a
request and his membership in the Party was restored. My mother never tried to restore her
membership in the Party - she couldn't care less about it. Her family filled her life. My brother Felix
graduated from the faculty of geophysics of Lvov Polytechnic Institute and went on job assignment
to the town of Perm in 1200 km from Lvov. He married a Russian girl - Aida and lives there. They
have two sons: Pavel and Grigory that live there, too. We correspond and call each other on
birthdays and at New Year. My husband and I graduated the Institute in and stayed to work there.
My husband got a profession of economist. He entered a post-graduate course in Leningrad and
defended his thesis of Candidate of Sciences in 1951 and thesis of Doctor of Sciences - in 1969.
Then he worked at the Department of the Institute of Economy of the Academy of Sciences of the
USSR in Lvov. He never cared about politics - all he cared about was science, but he had to join the
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Party to make a career. My husband and I had three sons: Alexandr, born in 1946, Sergey, born in
1951 and Victor, born in 1954. My sons took my husband's nationality to avoid any national
problems. They've always known that their mother is a Jew, but they didn't give it much thought.
Alexandr and Sergey graduated from the Lvov Polytechnic institute. Alexandr became an
automation engineer and Sergey became a production engineer. Victor graduated from the
Institute of Public economy in Lvov. We had a nice family: our sons' friends, our colleagues and
pupils: Jewish, Ukrainian, Russian and Polish, we enjoyed spending time together, getting together
for a cup of tea and for a chat. On birthdays and on holidays we used to have over 20 friends at
home. We read a lot of Russian and foreign classic and fiction books. My husband and I often went
to the Opera and Drama theaters. Children spent their summer vacations in pioneer camps. We
always spent one summer month at the seashore in Crimea or Caucasus. We are atheists. I never
faced any anti-Semitism. We've never celebrated any Jewish or Christian holidays and never
discussed national issues. My husband and I were glad that Israel became a separate state, but
we've never considered emigration. We were surprised when Alexandr became fond of Judaism and
changed his nationality to Jewish in 1996. He went to registry office with my birth certificate. He
explained what he wanted and obtained permission to change his nationality.

www.centropa.org/cs/node/96969

https://www.centropa.org/cs/node/96969
https://www.centropa.org

