
Grigoriy Kagan 

This is me, Captain Grigoriy Kagan, chief of communication of the 10th Guard paratrooper division.
I was photographed shortly before I was wounded during crossing the Dnieper near Perevalochnaya
village in October 1943.

In March 1942 I was awarded the rank of lieutenant and took a train to Moscow to the
Communication Headquarters of the army. I was assigned to the 99th Guard tank brigade as
communication commanding officer. I was appointed the chief of the radio center of the Air Force
headquarters located in Moscow. My subordinates were the girls, who volunteered to be radio
operators. We received ciphered cables and I submitted them to the headquarters. One month
later the radio operator of the 4th Air Force Corps deployed in the German rear near Smolensk
perished from an antipersonnel mine. I agreed to go there instead of him. I took a plane with two
soldiers. We flew at night. In landing troops their commander is person number one, and number
two is the radio operator receiving directions of the headquarters and hands them to the
commander. These were ciphered messages and I was the only person, who knew the content. The
deployment of our landing troops in the German rear was very dangerous for them. Our 6 brigades
were well-trained paratroopers, and we caused severe damages in the enemy’s rear. On 6th May
1942 I received another cipher message from Moscow. It was a direction for us to leave the site of
our deployment. My brigade and I relocated to Ramenskoye. I was sent to Teykovo town where I
was appointed communication chief of the 4th maneuver airborne landing brigade. I had to train
radio operators. I arrived at the brigade in the rank of captain, and I was appointed assistant chief
of communication of the brigade.
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The 4th maneuver airborne landing brigade and the 6th brigade were merged to form the 10th
guard airborne landing brigade. After it recaptured Krivoy Rog was awarded the name of the Krivoy
Rog Red Banner Airborne Landing Division, but then we were on the front-line in the north making
efforts to recapture Staraya Russa. There were long and hard fights near Staraya Russa, and we
had to retreat incurring losses.  I lost many friends there. We almost lost the division. There were
just few survivors.

The remains of our division relocated to Kharkov for remanning. There were 7 echelon trains with 5
of them transporting cannons. After remanning and reequipment near Kharkov we were sent to
cross the Dnieper River in October 1943. The splinter injured my head. After crossing the Dnieper
we moved in the direction of Krivoy Rog. That was when I was awarded the first Order of the Red
Combat Banner for being wounded, but staying in the formation. I always stood beside my division
commander. We developed good relationships. In December 1943 we started preparations for our
attack on Krivoy Rog. We liberated Krivoy Rog by 23rd February 1944, the Soviet Army Day. I was
awarded a II Grade Order of the Great Patriotic War for my participation in the liberation of Krivoy
Rog.

When Krivoy Rog was liberated, all parachutists who had experienced over 50 jumps were directed
to relocate to Moscow for another formation of paratroopers. Our division was renamed into an
infantry division after all parachutists left it. I had over 100 jumps and went to Moscow. I was
appointed chief of communication of the 3rd Guard paratrooper brigade in Teykovo. In early 1944 I
and other paratroopers relocated to Bykhov in Belarus where we were to form the 103rd
paratrooper division. I was appointed chief of communication in the 3rd paratrooper brigade within
this division.
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