Q centropa www.centropa.org/cs/photo/tomas-kraus-na-setkani-prazske-zidovske-obce

Tomas Kraus Na Setkani Prazské Zidovské
Obce

#

Na tomto obrazku jsem ja pri chanukovém vecirku na Prazské Zidovské obci v roce 1959. V té dobé
mUj otec (FrantiSek Robert Kraus) pro mé napsal k této prileZitosti basnicku, kterou jsem tam
zarecitoval. Maminka (Alice Krausovd), ta ddma stojici pod pédiem v klobouku a ¢erném kabaté, jez
svird v ruce kabelku, Uzkostlivé sleduje mUj vystup.

S Zidovstvim jsem se setkaval prakticky od mali¢ka - jelikoz tata aktivné fungoval na Prazské
zidovské obci, bylo pro mé naprosto prirozené, Ze jsem na Obec pravidelné dochéazel. Chodil jsem
na Obec na vecirky, pozdéji jako student na obédy. Nepocitoval jsem nikdy Zadné rozpolceni
identity - zidovstvi jsem chapal jako jakousi tradici, ovsem nendbozensky. Jako dité si vzpominam,
ze jsme v dobé Vanoc méli doma stromecek, abychom jako déti o nic nepfrisly. Stromecek je
takovym symbolem, ktery vlastné doklada souziti a prekryvani tradic, nikdy jsem vanocni
stromecek nechapal v ndbozenském kontextu.

Prazska zidovska komunita po roce 1945 sestdvala z malé ¢asti plvodnich prazskych Zid(, ktefi se
sem po valce vrétili. Vétsi ¢ast komunity tvorili lidé, ktefi se do Prahy dostali az po valce z
Podkarpatské Rusi a ti sem prinesli cosi, co bylo naprosto cizorodé, co tady absolutné nemélo
tradici - tedy ortodoxii. Praha nebyla nikdy ortodoxni, hlavni proud zde byl neologicky - lidi zde
praktikovali spi$ kvUli zachovani kontinuity, nez kvlli ndbozenstvi samotnému. Obec jako takova
samozrejmé nabozenskd byla, dodrzovala veskeré predpisy, ale vétSina lidi pred valkou i po valce, i
ti kteri se vratili, byli sekularni.This is a picture of me at a Chanukkah party at the Prague Jewish
Community in 1959. At the time my father (Frantisek Robert Kraus) had written a poem for me for
the occasion, which | recited. My mother (Alice Krausova), the lady standing underneath the
podium, in the hat and black coat, gripping a purse in her hand, is anxiously following my
performance.
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I met up with Judaism from a very young age - as my father was active in the Prague Jewish
Community, it was completely natural for me to attend the Community regularly. | went to the
Community for parties, later as a student for lunches. | never felt any division of identity - |
perceived Judaism as some sort of tradition, however in a non-religious fashion. As a child |
remember that during Christmas we had a tree at home, so that we children wouldn't miss out on
anything. The tree is this symbol, which actually vouches for coexistence and the intermingling of
traditions; | looked at the Christmas tree in a religious context.

After the year 1945 the Prague Jewish Community was composed in small part by original Prague
Jews, who had returned here after the war. The larger part of the community was formed by people
who came to Prague after the war from Subcarpathia, and these brought with them something that
was absolutely foreign, what absolutely didn't have any tradition here - Orthodoxy. Prague was
never Orthodox, the mainstream here was Neolog - people here practiced more to preserve
continuity, not because of religion itself. The Community as such was of course religious, it
observed all regulations, but most people before the war, and after the war, also those that
returned, were secular.
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