
Andrei Popper 

This is a photo of me taken in Deva in 1930, when I was visiting some relatives.

My parents made sure that I was always well prepared at school. While in Buteni, I took music
lessons for a few years, piano and violin, but I didn't really like it. I also took private lessons in
subjects taught at school, especially the foreign languages. In high school, French was taught from
the first to the last year; in the second year, we began the study of German, and Latin was
introduced in the third year. I think that Ancient Greek was also taught in the sixth year. But I was
more interested in Math. My Math teacher was named Stan Crisan. I had friends at school. I also
had some Jewish classmates. If I remember correctly, it was the hakham who taught the religion
class. I studied the first and second year in Arad, then the third and fourth in Buteni, and then I
moved back to Arad. We had classes on Saturdays too. The only day off was Sunday.
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While in high school, I lived as a tenant with some strangers, non-Jews, although my grandparents
lived in Arad. My parents thought my grandparents spoiled me, so it was only during my last year
of high school that I lived with them. I always went home, to Buteni, on vacations: for Christmas
and Easter. In the summer, while in Buteni, I would play tennis and go bathing with my friends. I
can't think of any other sport that I may have practiced. I passed the graduation exam in 1935. It
was very hard: out of 114 students, only five succeeded. I was one of them.
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