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Teacher Training Seminar

Holocaust education and new technologies in Hungary
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Date:
25. November – 27. November 2011
Location: 
Budapest, Holocaust Memorial Center 
Number of participants:
29
Underwritten by:
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Executive summary
Centropa is creating an innovative and interactive way of bringing Jewish history to public schools. Our goal with the seminar was to introduce and to develop new ways of learning for active teachers from different public schools in Hungary. We use family pictures and personal stories offering new perspectives in Holocaust education. By introducing and showing our materials and methods, we wanted to provide teachers not only with knowledge but educational tools and ideas that involve using new technologies and digital findings in classrooms. We also aimed to involve teachers in the creative process and get their input on every material we have made, and to develop together useful pedagogical solutions. 

This seminar was part of a larger project, for which Centropa has received a generous donation from the US State Department to create new ways of learning about the history of Jews in Central-East Europe in the 20st century and to carry out programs that help educators in adapting these new materials (educational films, traveling exhibition, video projects, etc.). This seminar was also funded by the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, and both the exhibition and the seminar was done with the additional support of the Holocaust Memorial Center in Budapest.
Centropa’s teacher training seminar was held in Budapest with 29 participants from Hungarian public schools from Budapest, Pécs, Miskolc, Sopron, Esztergom, Tatabánya, Ózd, Mezőberény, Mátraderecske, Mezőcsát, Érd, Füzesabony, Mogyoród, Kaposvár, Szombathely, and Eger. We had 21 teachers coming from the countryside and 8 from Budapest (Please see final pages of this report for names and schools). At this seminar we have also introduced the new traveling exhibition of Centropa. “Stories from a family album” is an exhibition created from interviews that Centropa conducted with 220 Hungarian-speaking Jews: in Hungary, as well as in today’s Slovakia, southwestern Ukraine, The Vojvodina area of Serbia and in Transylvania in Romania. 
With this seminar we wanted to reach out to teachers who never worked with us or who never used Centropa tools and materials. In the frames of this seminar we have asked some of our “veteran” teachers to help us introduce the Centropa website, and activities. We believe that no one teaches better a teacher than a teacher. This is the best way to improve our work, to share good practices and learn from each other. 

This report will explain how we exactly conducted this seminar, what methods we used, and nonetheless how the participants received the program. Thank you for reading this through and feel free to contact me should you have any questions.
Sincerely,

Marcell Kenesei

kenesei@centropa.org
Partners and sponsors of our seminar
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The new traveling exhibition was primarily supported by the US Department of State, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor. With a generous grant of $ 200 000 Centropa is now making exhibitions also in Poland and Lithuania, moreover, in the frames of this grant we produce new educational films, and organize more seminars during 2012 in all of these countries. This seminar was the first we have organized in the frames of this project, and yet there are 3 more to come in 2012.  
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The Holocaust Memorial Center in Budapest (HMC) is not only a mere sponsor or supporter, but works with Centropa closely in order to create new educational programs and materials that can be beneficial for teachers across the country. The HMC provided the location of the seminar, moreover, our new traveling exhibition was also supported by the HMC with 660 000 HUF.  
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The Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES) is one of the major partners and supporters for Centropa seminars since 2008. When we began our educators’ seminars, FES’s office in Budapest supported a weekend seminar for 22 teachers. This is where we started. We are proud to have FES as our sponsor. To this seminar Centropa was chosen to receive a grant of € 4000.
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Hereby we would also like to thank to Frankel Leó synagogue and to Rabbi Tamás Verő personally, who was kind enough to host us for Shabbat services and dinner, treating the whole group very friendly and with respect.

About Centropa Hungary 
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Centropa is preserving Hungarian Jewish memory through new media, and disseminates the digital findings through educational programs, websites, exhibitions and publications.

We secured more than 200 interviews and 5000 old photos from Hungarian speaking individuals; now we are working with Jewish and non-Jewish schools to create a new way of looking at Hungary’s Jewish past; a new way that focuses on how the Jews lived and not only how they were perished. 

In the last three years Centropa engaged in many valuable activities:
1. Three printed annual publications of Jewish history and culture, and eight editions on our Hungarian website (www.centropa.hu)

2. Four seminars for teachers from Jewish schools, working with them on using our multi-media films and uploadable websites

3. One international seminar for teachers from Jewish schools and Jewish museum in Budapest, Prague and Bratislava, so that they could share practices and establish partnerships with each other

4. The creation of a Hungarian language educational website that offers all teachers stories and different educational tools and materials for Hungarian Jewish history

5. Established a club, called “Café Centropa”, for the Holocaust survivors  who were interviewed by Centropa, so they can meet six times yearly to meet students who have used their stories in class, and enjoy each other’s company
6. Bringing Hungarian teachers to the international summer academy of Centropa

Lecturers & presenters
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Prof. György Haraszti, Chairman of the Board, Holocaust Memorial Center, Budapest
Rabbi Tamás Verő, Rabbi of the Frankel synagogue, Budapest
Edward Serotta, Founder and Director of Centropa, Vienna 

Dr. Gyula Hosszú, Historian, Author, Budapest

Tibor Pécsi, leader of educational programs, Holocaust Memorial Center
Prof. Dr. Szabolcs Szita, Director, Holocaust Memorial Center
Dr. János Botos, Deputy Director, Holocaust Memorial Center

Prof. Dr. Rudolf Klein, Architect, Author, Expert on the Jewish District, Budapest
Marcell Kenesei, Representative, Centropa Budapest
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Target group

Our primary target group was those teachers who are interested in educating teenagers about the history of Hungarian Jewry in the 20th century and who are also willing to bring interactive methods into their classes. We focused primarily on teachers from the countryside and not from Budapest. Most of the teachers who have participated teach history, social studies and literature in high schools, but we had also people who teach English, German, Russian, Italian, philosophy, ethics, and we had also a school psychiatrist and a librarian, and two who teach in elementary school as well.

About the participants
We at Centropa think that the stories we are telling, and the educational materials we are offering are not only valuable in history classes, but they can also be used just as successfully in social studies, literature, informatics, geography, language classes, psychology, Jewish studies or other classes as well. Although most of the participating teachers are indeed history teachers, in this seminar we had many people who teach the above mentioned subjects as well.
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Appearing subjects in line: history (17), literature (13), social studies (11), informatics (1), geography (0), English (1), German (6), psychology (1), Jewish studies (0)
Centropa’s goal is to combine story telling with new technologies, creating different tools and materials that will make learning for students challenging and interesting. During our seminars we involve the teachers in developing and creating our educational materials. We strongly believe that the teachers can learn from each other’s experience and this is the best way to share good practices and methods. Although most of the teachers have already participated in seminars focusing on Holocaust education, from the individual answers they have given us, we saw that for most of them Centropa’s way was unique.
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Yes: 22

No: 7
Program
25 November, Friday

15:00
Preparation with veteran teachers for the training program
17:30
Friday night service and dinner with Rabbi Tamás Verő & keynote speech / lecture by Prof Dr György Haraszti  about the history of Hungarian Jews after 1945
26 November, Saturday
09:00
Marcell Kenesei: Introduction to Centropa by veteran teachers: “When Oral History goes online: a web-based project and its online educational materials” & Showing how to use the database with the help of veteran teachers
11:15
Work in small groups: teachers break into 7 groups and work on a Centropa educational film and prepare lesson plans

13:30

All groups present their lesson plans, discussion, reflections

15:45
Edward Serotta: Video workshop – how to use video projects with students—making videos about Our Town’s Jewish History
16:30
Lecture by Dr. Gyula Hosszú: „The history of Hungarian Jews before the war“

17:15

Visiting the new Centropa exhibition 

Tibor Pécsi talks about how to involve students as exhibition guides
19:00

Prof Dr Szabolcs Szita about Hungarian „righteous among the nations“
27 November, Sunday

8:45
Lecture of Dr. János Botos: „How to use archives in education?“

9:45

Open space discussion about the exhibition

12:00
Rudolf Klein:  Most important Jewish places in Budapest / lecture with tour in the Jewish district

14:00
Lunch with Centropa interviewee Judit Kinszki

15:15
Marcell Kenesei: Reflections on the seminar and closing

16:00
Optional program: Visiting the permanent exhibition of the Holocaust Museum
Workshops
The most important part of the Centropa seminars is always those sessions where we actually get real input from the participants. Because of this seminar we have now 7 more lesson plans that have been created and developed by the teachers who actually will be the one’s using them. After organizing a number of seminars Centropa has learned that it’s always beneficial to let teachers work on the things they find useful, and also the best way to improve any educational material is to share it with another teacher and get new ideas.
With the lead of “veteran” teachers the participants worked in 7 smaller groups on new lesson plans based on the Centropa films available on our website. These lesson plans will be available online and can be conducted in classes from 5th grade in any public school.

[image: image27.jpg]4





Absolutely: 24
To some extent: 4

Not at all: 0

Wasn’t able to attend: 1
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„...this solution is good also because we get information about the work of other teachers, and our participation in the creative process makes us really interested in doing the work for our schools deeper and more developed....“
Gulyás Terézia, Protestant High School in Mezőcsát
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“ …. It’s been great to gather new ideas that can really be used in practice when we go back to our kids….”

Dr. András Kádár, teaching social studies in Ózd (second from left on the picture)
As part of the program we have also introduced the new traveling exhibition of Centropa. The exhibition contains of 8 different categories (in school, at work, on vacation, at leisure, in the army, portraits and Holocaust) that show our best pictures and stories from the Hungarian archive of Centropa. This exhibition is telling personal stories; stories that could happen even today, and that are easy to imagine ourselves in them. We at Centropa prefer to tell stories on how Jews lived and not how they perished.
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Centropa’s exhibition can only be successful if those institutions, who are interested in hosting it, will create educational goals to it, and develop pedagogical strategies. Together with the teachers we developed pedagogical materials on how to make the exhibition more meaningful and productive. The teachers were really enthusiastic about the exhibition. All of the participating teachers have signed up to have the exhibition in their schools. Although we did not have enough time to create complete background materials for the exhibition, the teachers had many insightful ideas on some of the ways how this can be utilized in education.
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Absolutely: 17

To some extent: 10

Not at all: 1

Wasn’t able to attend: 1
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 “This could be very useful not only in schools. I thought of bringing this to smaller villages, even to cultural centers, and we could bring kids and other people from the region and make excellent activities around this… if we make people look at these stories together with elderly people, it could affect people in many different ways…”
Piroska Dobosné, teaching literature in Olaszfalu

Lectures
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Prof. György Haraszti: In his welcome speech in the Frankel Synagogue, Prof. Haraszti has spoken about the history of Jews after WW II. In our opinion it is very important to focus not only on what happened during the Holocaust or in the decades before, but it is essential to speak about how people started their lives over, how they continued during the years of socialism. Prof. Haraszti addressed the issue of Hungarian Jews forgetting about their own identity, disconnecting themselves from Jewish traditions and customs, explaining how being Jewish became a taboo in the society, and how Jewish life started over after the change of the political system in 1989. The teachers have enjoyed the lecture and found it useful, because it helped them understand what has happened to those Jews, or Jewish communities that survived the Holocaust.
Marcell Kenesei and “veteran” teachers: Mr. Kenesei introduced Centropa database, the educational tools and the methods with the help of 7 “veteran” teachers who are already using Centropa in their classes. Mr. Kenesei also spoke about different ways how Centropa can help teachers in their work. This introductory part of the seminar was the starting point for all the things we have been doing during the weekend. For the majority this has been the first time they’ve heard about what Centropa exactly is doing in details. For some of the teachers - who already knew Centropa in some way or another – this was primarily interesting because of the “veterans” who allowed us not only to show our materials and activities, but also they shared best practices.

Edward Serotta spoke about the video projects Centropa is initiating. Mr. Serotta showed ways how to implement video projects in classes, how to involve students in meaningful and exciting activities that have educational value. A video making competition is going to take place in several European countries, and during this project students will make short videos on the history of Jews in their own hometowns; most of the teachers agreed to participate in this project. Many of the teachers have showed interest in being a part of it. From the answers we see that 21 teachers expressed their will to do something like this with their kids, 7 responded that they have colleagues who will be happy to be a part of this. Since the seminar we have sent out a short material including ideas and ways how to make video project with kids. Hopefully we will be able to see many interesting videos in 2012.
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Dr. Gyula Hosszú provided an overview on Jewish life in Hungary in the 19th and beginning of the 20th century. Dr. Hosszú gave the background information one has to include when teaching this period, stressing out the importance of the social and human rights Jews have gained at the end of the 19th century. In his lecture he underlined the importance of how Jews became proud Hungarians and what kind of an effect it had. The participants have found this part very informative and useful. Dr. Hosszú not only gave a lecture but opened the floor for discussion, and the teachers had many questions and made some very interesting comments to what Dr. Hosszú had to say.

Prof. Szabolcs Szita spoke about righteous gentiles and people who saved Jews during the war risking their own lives. Prof. Szita stressed out the importance of stories that show heroism in times of despair and hopelessness. In his lecture he gave ideas on how to show positive examples from this difficult historical period. Although this lecture was the last one on Saturday after a long day of working and studying, most of the things he was talking about were very new to a lot of teachers. 

Dr. János Botos has presented ways on how to use archives and implement findings in pedagogical ways; how to involve kids in research and make them explore different periods in history. Dr. Botos gave important entail on some of the archives that are available for the public, describing the types of information one can get from them. The participants have gained lot of important technical details on how they can use archives and how they can get students to make their own research.

Tibor Pécsi talked about the “student guide” method they use with “Auschwitz album” and the “Anne Frank” traveling exhibition. Mr. Pécsi stressed out the importance of involving the students and training them to be guides for the exhibition. This way it is easier to grab the attention of other students. Mr. Pécsi shared his experience that high school kids can be very enthusiastic and active when they are appointed to a certain task, and they know more the language of their fellow schoolmates; it makes the program much more exciting. Among the teachers there has been a fruitful discussion on the topic, some of them disagreed with the method, and suggested that there has to be class assignments, but the basic knowledge has to come from a teachers or a professional tour guide, who is not showing the panels, but who is also capable of answering sometimes difficult questions.

Outdoor and informal activities
The program started in the Frankel Leó synagogue where the participants could experience a regular Shabbat service in one of the most popular religious communities in Hungary. Our goal was to show how vibrant Jewish life today can be. Rabbi Tamás Verő introduced Jewish religious traditions to the teachers, explaining how Jews today celebrate Shabbat and other Jewish holidays. Rabbi Verő also spoke about the community life in his synagogue and all the programs they are initiating in order to reach out to more people in Hungary. Rabbi Verő has also shown how a religious event like a Friday night can be used for educational purposes. For the teachers this was quite special since most of them never attended Jewish ceremony before. They said this should always be part of these kinds of seminars.
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Not good at all: 0
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For the closing session we have invited one of Centropa’s interviewees, Judit Kinszki for an informal discussion. Ms. Kinszki spoke about her life and the participants could ask questions directly. For the participants this has been a unique experience. Teachers don’t get often the chance to meet with actual survivors who even answer questions.

“She was such a charming person with a lot of energy. I use the Kinszki film in class every year, the kids are always fascinated. I hope one day I can bring Ms. Kinszki to my school….”

Ildikó Bolla, Ferenczi Sándor School

Prof. Dr. Rudolf Klein gave a lecture about how the Budapest Jewish district came into existence and has shown many aspects of the city that can make history teaching more interesting. Prof. Klein has shown the connection between the architecture of some buildings and the historical milestones of the Hungarian Jewish community.
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Basically everyone who had the chance to take part in this guided tour was impressed by the things Prof. Klein had to say about the Jewish district. Although many of them have participated in a tour in the Jewish district - all of them agreed that this was different, offering a unique and interesting perspective.
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Absolutely: 21

To some extent: 7

Not at all: 0

Wasn’t able to attend: 7
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“A new approach, very deep knowledge and proven expertise…. Despite the very cold weather it’s been one of the most enjoyable tours I’ve ever participated in…”

Péter Kindler, Dobó Katalin High School in Esztergom
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“It was interesting to hear someone from another profession to speak about the things we are trying to teach about from a different perspective. “

Nóra Baracs, Széchenyi School in Pécs

Outcomes and results
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With this seminar we have achieved many of our goals: 

· We have provided the participants with interesting and useful knowledge on the history of Jews in the 20th century and personal stories that can effect high school children

· The participating teachers became committed to involve new technologies in teaching

· We have produced 7 new lesson plans based on Centropa films

· Teachers came up with constructive ideas on how to use our traveling exhibition and other materials in classrooms

· From the 29 participants 21 were from outside of Budapest

· All of the participating teachers have signed up for hosting our traveling exhibition

· 8 of the participating teachers have signed up for the video project Mr. Serotta has introduced

· We’ve got meaningful input from the teachers on how to develop our materials and make them more useful for educators all over the country
Participants
	Baracs Nóra
	Budapest
	history and social studies
	Széchenyi Iskola

	Bolla Ildikó
	Miskolc
	history, art, philosophy
	Ferenczi Sándor Egészségügyi Szakközépiskola

	Borók Ferencné
	Budapest
	literature
	Bornemisza Péter Gimnázium

	Cseh Judit Borbála
	Budapest
	history, social studies, philosophy, German
	Kürt Alapítványi Gimnázium

	Csehi Bernadett
	Sopron
	literature
	Eötvös József Evangélikus Gimnázium és Egészségügyi Szakközépiskola

	Dobosné V Piroska
	Olaszfalu
	literature
	Freelancer

	Dr. Kádár András
	Ózd
	social studies
	Freelancer

	Erdélyiné Gál Mária
	Füzesabony
	history and literature
	Besenyő Teleki Általános Művelődési Központ

	Gregus László
	Érd
	psychology
	Egressy Gábor Szakközépiskola, Zúgló

	Gulyás Éva
	Budapest
	history
	Corvinus Egyetem

	Gulyás Terézia
	Mezőcsát
	history, literature, social studies, ethics, media, drama
	Mezőcsáti Református Gimnázium

	Hajnal Éva
	Pécs
	literature, music, audio-visual arts
	Apáczai Nevelési Központ 1.Sz. Általános Iskolában

	Ispánovity Márta
	Budapest
	history and social studies
	ELTE Radnóti Miklós Gyakorlóiskola

	Jakab Éva
	Budapest
	literature, italian
	Lauder Javne School

	Kardos Éva
	Budapest
	history, social studies, German
	Alternatív Közdazgadási Ginázium

	Kindler Péter
	Esztergom
	history, German
	Dobó Katalin Gimnázium

	Kircz Ágnes
	Kaposvár
	gyógypedagógus
	Somogyvári Általános Iskola, Speciális Szakiskola és Diákotthon

	Komódi Andrea
	Mezőberény
	history, literature, ethics, philosophy
	Petőfi Sándor Gimnázium

	Lehotay Veronika
	Miskolc
	history
	Miskolci Egyetem - ÁJK, Jogtörténeti Intézet

	Nagy Márta
	Pécs
	German
	Széchenyi Gimnázium és Ált . Isk. 

	Németh Dénesné
	Ózd
	literature, social studies
	Széchenyi István Közgazdasági Szakközépiskola

	Németh Katalin
	Budapest
	English, German
	Wesselényi Miklós Műszaki Szakközépiskola

	Peragovics Ferenc
	Esztergom
	history, Russian
	Dobó Katalin Gimnázium

	Pusztai Melinda
	Pilisvörösvár
	history, social studies, German
	Friedrich Schiller Gimnázium

	Sánta Zoltán
	Mogyoród
	history and literature
	Közgazdasági Szakközépiskola

	Szabó Zsuzsa
	Eger
	history and literature
	Sancta Maria Gimnázium

	Tornóczi Valéria
	Budapest
	social studies
	Bornemisza Péter gimnázium

	Varga Hedda
	Szombathely
	history, social studies, library education
	Szombathelyi Műszaki Szakképzőiskola és Kollégium Gépipari Szakközépiskolája

	Vódli zsolt
	Sopron
	history, literature, social studies, ethic
	Nyugat-magyarországi Egyetem Roth Gyula Gyakorló Szakközépiskola és Kollégium


Centropa staff
	Szilvia Czingel
	Budapest
	Interviewer of Centropa & coordinator of Café Centropa
	 

	Marcell Kenesei
	Budapest
	Director of Centropa Hungary
	kenesei@centropa.org

	Dóra Sárdi
	Budapest
	Founder of Centropa Hungary
	sardi@centropa.org
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