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Full name 

Ella Perlman (nee Greenfeld) 

 

Where and when were you born? 

Riga, 1926  

 

 

Where else did you live? 

Shirokiy Log, Badyn district, Perm region (today Russia), Badyn, Perm region 

(today Russia) 

 

 

Your educational level? 

7 years at general education school 

 

What sort of work do/did you do? 

Seamstress   

 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised? 

My parents were religious. They observed Jewish traditions, went to the 

synagogue on Jewish holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home 

and followed the kashrut.  

 

What is your mother tongue? 

Yiddish  

 

What other languages do you speak? 

Russian, Latvian, German  

 

The interviewee and his family 
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Where were you during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation: Shirokiy Log, Badyn district, Perm region (today Russia), Badyn, 

Perm region (today Russia) 

 

 

What did you do after the Holocaust? 

Lived in Riga, raised daughter, worked as a seamstress.  
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Siblings 

 

Their names 

Joheved Katz (nee Greenfeld) 

Boris Greenfeld (Jewish name: Ber) 

Lipman Greenfeld  

 

Where and when were they born? 

Joheved: Riga, 1928 

Boris: Riga, 1933  

Lipman: Riga, 1937 

 

What is their mother tongue? 

Joheved: Yiddish 

Boris: Yiddish 

Lipman: N/A 

 

Their educational level? 

Joheved: 8 years of general education school 

Boris: 8 years of general education school 

Lipman: N/A 

 

Their occupations? 

Joheved: seamstress, manicurist  

Boris: worker at leather goods factory 

Lipman: N/A 

 

Where do/did they live?  

Joheved: Tel Aviv (today Israel) 

Boris: Tel Aviv  

Lipman: N/A 

 

Where else did they live? 

Joheved: Riga 

Boris: Riga 

Lipman: N/A 

 

Do they have children? 

Joheved: son Zvi Katz, 1961 

Boris: daughters Tsilia, 1959, Tatiana (Jewish name: Taube), 1963 – 2001 
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Lipman: N/A  

 

Where and when did they die? 

Lipman: Riga, 1937 
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Spouse 

Name? 

Iosif Perlman 

 

Where and when was he/she born? 

Saldus, 1901  

 

 

Where else did he/she live? 

Riga  

 

Is he/she Jewish? 

Yes 

 

What is his/her mother tongue? 

Yiddish  

 

His/her educational level? 

Undergraduate from Electric Engineering Faculty of Riga University  

 

Occupation? 

Electric technician  

 

Where and when did he/she die? 

Riga, August 1997  

 

 

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is 

Jewish and whether it is religious). 
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? Perlman (m): older brother, emigrated to Palestine in the 1910s, married, two 

children 

Sofia Perlman (f): Saldus, 1890 – Moscow (today Russia), 1972; lived in 

Moscow, doctor, atheist  

Mary ? (nee Perlman) (f): Saldus, before 1901 – Riga ghetto, 1942; married, 

lived in Saldus, housewife, 3 children, all died during the Holocaust. Observed 

Jewish traditions 

Henrich Perlman (m): Saldus, before 1901 – Moscow, 1958; engineer. Lived in 

Moscow after the war, his wife and two children died during the Holocaust. 

Observed Jewish traditions. 

Benno Perlman (m): Saldus, before 1901 – Riga ghetto, 1942; entrepreneur, 

married, 2 children, all perished in the ghetto. Observed Jewish traditions. 

Zvi Perlman (m): Saldus, before 1901 - ?; moved to Africa with his family in the 

1930s. 
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Children 

 

Their names? 

Bertha Tzelmale (nee Perlman) (Jewish name: Braine) 

Yevgenia Perlman (Jewish name: Genia) 

 

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews? 

My daughters were raised Jewish and identify themselves as Jews. 

 

Where and when were they born? 

Bertha: Riga, 1949 

Yevgenia: Riga, 1954 

 

Where else did they live? 

Bertha: - 

Yevgenia: - 

 

Their educational level? 

Bertha: 10 years of general education school  

Yevgenia: finished College of Commerce   

 

Their occupations? 

Bertha: knitter at knitwear factory  

Yevgenia: shop assistant 

 

How many grandchildren do you have? 

Bertha: sons Arvid, 1972, Philip, 1977, Robert, 1985  

Yevgenia: daughter Anna (Jewish name: Hana), 18th January 1988 
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His name? 

Hershe Greenfeld 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Jelgava, 1900 

 

Where else did he live? 

Liepaja, Riga  

 

Where and when did he die? 

Riga, 1956 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Jewish elementary general education school  

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Barber  

 

How religious was he?  

My father was religious. He observed Jewish traditions, went to the synagogue on 

Jewish holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home and followed 

the kashrut.  

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Father 
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Army service: which army and what years? 

Soviet army: 1942 – 1945  

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

Max Greenfeld 

(Jewish name: 

Mendl) 

 

 

Liepaja, 1902 – 

Riga, 1941 

Jeweler  

(had his own 

shop) 

Gusta Greenfeld 

(nee ?) 

Tukums, 1900s – 

Riga, 1941 

Meriam Greenfeld 

(f) 

Liepaja, 1930 – 

Riga, 1941 

Max was religious. He 

observed Jewish 

traditions, went to the 

synagogue on Jewish 

holidays, celebrated 

Sabbath and Jewish 

holidays at home and 

followed the kashrut. 

? Greenfeld (f) 

 

 

Lived in 

Johannesburg 

(today South 

Africa) 

(no further 

information) 

No 

information 

No information No information No information 

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

1941 – 1942: evacuation, Shirokiy Log, Badyn district, Perm region (today 

Russia) 

1942 – 1945: military service in Labor army, and then Latvian division, Red Army 

 

If he survived, what did he do after? 

Lived in Riga, was a war invalid and thus didn’t work 
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Your paternal grandfather’s name? 

Zalman Greenfeld 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Jelgava, 1875 

 

Where else did he live? 

Liepaja  

 

Where and when did he die?  

Liepaja, 1930s 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

No information 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Tailor  

 

How religious was he?   

My grandfather was religious. He observed Jewish traditions, went to the 

synagogue on Jewish holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays and 

followed the kashrut.  

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish  

 

Paternal grandfather 
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Army service: which army and what years? 

No information 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

No information 

 

 

     

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Died before  
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Your paternal grandmother’s name? 

? Greenfeld (nee ?) 

 

Where and when was she born?  

No information 

 

Where else did she live? 

Jelgava 

 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Jelgava, 1903  

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No information 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife  

 

How religious was she? 

No information  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish  

 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

Paternal grandmother 



 14 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

No information 

 

     

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Died before 
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Her name? 

Hana Greenfeld (nee Westerman) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Jaunjelgava, 1890s 

 

Where else did she live? 

Riga  

 

Where and when did she die? 

Riga, 1963  

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No information 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she? 

Mama was religious. She observed Jewish traditions, went to the synagogue on 

Jewish holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays and followed the 

kashrut. 

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish  

 

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

Mother 
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spouse 

Sheine 

Shmakovich  

(nee Westerman) 

 

 

Jaunjelgava, 

1880s – Riga, 

1941 

 

Housewife Hershe 

Shmakovich 

Riga, 1888 – 

Riga, 1961 

Jew, butcher 

 

Taube Psafka  

(nee Shmakovich) 

(f) 

Jaunjelgava, 1900s 

– Riga, 1941 

dressmaker 

Sara Shmakovich 

(f)  

Jaunjelgava, 1900s  

Riga, 1941 

shop assistant 

Menahem 

Shmakovich (m) 

Riga, 1922 – Riga, 

1938 

Zalman 

Shmakovich (m) 

Riga, 1923 – 

Israel, 2004  

 

No information 

 

Yakov 

Westerman 

 

 

Jaunjelgava, 

1880s – Riga, 

1941  

 

Served in 

Latvian army 

Jewish wife 

Perished in Riga 

ghetto, 1941 

Zalman 

Westerman (m) 

Riga, 1924 – Riga 

1990s 

Nohum Westerman 

(m) 

Riga, 1926 – 

Israel, 2000 

No information 

Liebe Monchnik 

(nee Westerman) 

 

 

Jaunjelgava, 

1890s – Israel, 

1970s  

 

Cook in a 

Jewish school 

Mikhl Monchnik 

Jew, shoemaker 

Fani Monchnik (f) 

1916 – 1943  

dressmaker 

Zalman Monchnik 

(m) 

1920 – 1942 

(perished at the 

front) 

Abram Monchnik 

(m) 

1922 – 2003  

No information 
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Motl Monchnik (m) 

1923 – 1944 

(perished at the 

front) 

? Westerman (m) 

 

 

Jaunjelgava, 

1900s – 

Jaunjelgava, 

1900s (drowned 

as infant) 

N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Dora Haitman 

(nee Westerman) 

 

 

 

Jaunjelgava, 

1900s – Israel, ? 

 

Worker at 

confectionery  

Robert Haitman  

? – Israel ? 

Jew, foreman at 

confectionery 

factory 

Meishe Haitman 

(m) 

Riga, 1920s – 

Israel, 1970s  

Sara Haitman (f) 

Riga, 1930s 

Alik Haitman (m) 

Israel, 1930s 

No information 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation: Shirokiy Log, Badyn district, Perm region (today Russia), Badyn, 

Perm region (today Russia) 

 

If she survived, what did she do after? 

Lived in Riga, pensioner 
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Your maternal grandfather’s name?  

Zalman Westerman 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Jaunjelgava, date unknown 

 

Where else did he live? 

- 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Penza (today Russia), 1915  

 

What sort of education did he have? 

No information 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Owned a bakery and inn 

 

How religious was he?   

No information 

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish  

 

Army service: which army and what years? 

No information 

Maternal grandfather 
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

No information 

 

 

     

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Died before 
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Your maternal grandmother’s name? 

Haya Westerman (Gordon in 2nd marriage) (nee ?) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Birzai (today Lithuania), date unknown  

 

 

Where else did she live? 

Jaunjelgava, Riga  

 

Where and when did she die? 

Riga (ghetto), 1941  

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No information  

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she?   

My grandmother was religious. She observed Jewish traditions, went to the 

synagogue on Jewish holidays, celebrated Jewish holidays at home and followed 

the kashrut.  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish  

 

Maternal grandmother 
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

No information 

 

 

     

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Riga ghetto, killed there in 1941 

 

 

 


