
Miriam Patova 

This is me receiving patients at the clinic. This photo was taken at the children's clinic in Tallinn in
1962 by a colleague of mine, when he bought a camera.

I got married when I was a second-year student. I met Henrich Kurizkes in Tallinn, when I was at
school. My friend introduced him to me during an interval at a concert in the Tallinn Philarmonic.
Henrich and I saw each other while I was in Tallinn. When I went to Leningrad, we corresponded
and only saw each other when I went on vacation to see my parents. We got married when I went
on vacation in 1950. We just registered our marriage and I went back to Leningrad. I gave my
mother my word that I would finish my studies and become a doctor. Henrich was transferred to
the military recruitment office in Tikhvin near Leningrad, and he visited me on weekends.

Our daughter Tatiana was born before my winter exams, when I was in my forth year in college. I
had to study and take care of the baby. It wasn't easy. I passed my exams. When the baby turned
three months, I took her to my mother in Tallinn. Thanks to my mother, who cared about my
daughter, I managed to finish college. I obtained a degree of a children's doctor. Henrich was
transferred to Boksitogorsk, where he received a two-room apartment in a new apartment building.
I finished college in 1954. I requested for a job in Boksitogorsk for my graduate assignment.
Members of the board were rather surprised that I wanted to go to such a distant town, and I
explained that I just wanted to go where my husband was working. I went to work as a children's
doctor in the municipal hospital in Boksitogorsk. I got along well with my colleagues. I also became
a member of the Komsomol committee and was involved in their activities. I took my daughter with
me, and we've always been together ever since.

In 1955 the army re-organization began, and Henrich was offered another job. He decided to have
it in Tallinn, though his management told him we would have no apartment in Tallinn. We moved
into my parents' apartment. Henrich's mother lived in one room in a shared apartment while my
parents had three rooms. In 1956 our son Alexandr was born. We named him after my mother's
brother. I worked as a children's doctor in a hospital. Henrich entered the extramural Military
Faculty of Moscow Financial College. It was a hard time for our family, when Henrich spent all of his
time working and studying, but we managed all right.
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