
Vocational School 

Electrical vocational school in Zilina. I, Jan Hanak, am the one standing second from the right. The
photo was taken in January 1952.

I decided for my future employment right before I entered the army. I was studying at a
mechanical technology high school, and in my free time I devoted myself to parachuting. During
one jump I ruptured the meniscus in my knee, and I had to go to the hospital for an operation. I had
a doctor friend there with whom I'd played hockey in Zilina. He told me that the hospital had a
library, and that I could borrow something to read. I asked him to bring me some book in which I
could find out in detail what they had actually operated on. I got an interesting book called Forensic
Medicine. Back then I realized that this was much more interesting to me than some mechanical
engineering. That was during the time I was entering the army.
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