
Naum Baru 

I, Naum Baru, born in 1926. I was born on 15 January 1926. There was a Russian school named
after Lenin near our house and I went to study there. There were many Jewish children at this
school. There were Jewish teachers, too, there was even one German (he got arrested before the
war). He was our teacher of physics. And all of a sudden he disappeared. Our class tutor was Vera
Zvantseva (Russian) and then Sophia - a Jew. I don't remember her last name. She was our Biology
teacher. I met her later when I was in the army. I also me her at the bazaar in Alma-Ata. She was in
the evacuation in Alma-Ata and she stayed to work there. There were many Jews, Russian and
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Ukrainian children in our school. There was no nationality issue and we all were friends. We played
volleyball, football and attended various clubs at the Palace of Pioneers. But there was something
else that was disturbing - starvation . There were beggars in the streets that came from the
neighboring villages; they came into the houses begging for some food. This famine was not so
acutely felt in towns but it still touched upon our family. At school I was fond of chess. Also the 1st
Palace of Pioneers in Ukraine was built in Kharkov. It was a big structure. We were told that it was a
gift given to the children by the Soviet power. There were no extracurricular activities at school and
we attended all kinds of clubs at the Palace of Pioneers. I also attended a course of streetcar
drivers. I was fond of physics. My teacher of physics told me to take a course of streetcar drivers.
She said it would help me to gain a better understanding of streetcar operation principles, why it
needs an arch and rails, etc. It was all very interesting to me. I attended this course with my friends
Misha Drein and Lyucia Polskiy at first. But later Lyucia took to music classes and Misha went in for
boxing. I also liked skating. My friends and I went to the skating rink at the Dynamo stadium.
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