
Inessa Vitkina’s Mother Tsylia Vitkina 

My mother Tsylia Vitkina. Photo made in Moscow in 1930.
After Haim got married my mother moved to Bobruysk. She worked at the printing house. As she
was constantly exposed to lead she got ill with eczema. She had to quit. Later she was sent to
Moscow to take a course of kindergarten teachers. After finishing the course she worked at the
kindergarten. Children always loved her. Until the last days of her life children came to our house
to play with her. They told her all their secrets. Mama was a very wise and smart woman even
though she had no higher education. She was educated but she was too shy to write. She always
asked us to write official papers because she learned to write when she was grown up and felt
awkward about it.
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