
Maya Kotliar, Her Husband Igor Kotliar With
Their Colleagues 

My son-in-law, my daughter's husband Igor Kotliar (2nd on the left) and my daughter Maya Kotliar
(3rd on the left) were photographed with their colleagues during a lunch break. This photo was
taken in Mogilyov-Podolskiy in 1985.

Our older son David was born in 1953, and our daughter Maya was born in 1957. We did not raise
them Jews. We spoke Russian with the children. In 1980s after my parents died we gave up religion
and never again celebrated Jewish holidays. We celebrated birthdays of members of the family,
New Year and Victory Day. The other Soviet holidays were just ordinary days off for us. 

My son fell ill with measles at the age of 6. It developed into meningitis. Unfortunately, this disease
had its aftereffects. David recovered physically, but he remained retarded. My son's ailment had an
impact on my daughter. She was a healthy and smart girl, but men did not dare to marry her. Of
course, all people in Mogilyov-Podolskiy knew about David's condition and were afraid that this
disease could be hereditary. Then I met Igor Kotliar, a Jewish guy from Karaganda [Kazakhstan]. I
helped him to enter the trade vocational school and find a job at a store.  I introduced Maya to Igor
in 1975. They got married shortly after their acquaintance. They didn't have a Jewish wedding. My
daughter and her husband lived with us. Maya worked as a shop assistant at the store. Their older
daughter was born in 1977. She was named Zinaida after my older sister Zina who died from
cancer in 1973.  My second granddaughter Irina was born in 1984. She was named after my father,
who died in 1981, the first letters in their names are the same. 

I became an invalid in 2000. I live with my daughter and her husband. They look after me and help
me around. My sisters also remember me. I corresponded with Etia and Nyusia and they helped me
with money. 
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