
Leya Zeldovich 

This is a picture of my paternal grandmother Leya Zeldovich (nee Lichtenzon). The photo was taken
in Nikolaev in 1912. My grandmother was born in Nikolaev in 1864. She came from a religious
family and was religious, too. She always lit candles on the Eve of Sabbath. She wore a wig that
she only took off before she went to bed. When I came to her room in the evening I didn't recognize
her and always asked my parents, 'Who's this old woman sitting in our room?'. They explained to
me that it was my grandmother who had taken off her wig. My grandfather Solomon Zeldovich and
my grandmother got married in 1879 when my grandfather studied at university. They were very
young when they got married. No doubt, they had a traditional wedding. My grandmother's oldest
daughter was born in 1880 when she was only 16. My grandmother was a housewife. From the
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time I remember her she could hardly walk and her condition got worse with age. In 1930 she
moved to her older daughter in Odessa. Since she was paralyzed she needed special care and my
parents couldn't afford to pay for a nurse. My grandmother died of a heart attack in Odessa in 1930
at the age of 66. She was buried in Odessa. My grandfather Solomon and grandmother Leya had
seven children: Rosa, Elizabeth, Boris, Leo, my father Samuel, Aron and Manya. All of them except
for Boris were born in Nikolaev. The family was wealthy and all children got a good education.
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