
Marina Shoihet's Uncle Boris Reznik And His
Wife Sonia Reznik 

My mother's brother, Boris Reznik and his wife Sonia. The photo was taken in 1937 but I don?t
know where. Boris was born in 1810. His parents sent him to Kiev. He went to work at a
construction site and entered the Rabfak. Boris worked at a construction site and became a
Komsomol member. Unfortunately, he didn't study. There was a campaign then called Komsomol
members into commerce. And he was made director of a store in Kiev. He was dating a girl - her
name was Sonia. She was 18 and an orphan and she lived with her sister. Once my mother came
home from work and saw Boris and Sonia sitting at the table. There was a bottle of wine and some
snacks on the table. They said to my mother, 'Come, sit down and have a drink with us'. My mother
did so. Some time passed, and my uncle Boris was recruited to the army. He served in the vicinity
of Moscow. Then one day a letter came from him. He asked his mother to let Sonia move in with
them, as living with her sister's family was very hard for her. So, Sonia moved in with us. And then
it turned out that on that day, when they were sitting and drinking, they got married, but somehow
they didn't want to tell anyone, although nobody would have been against this marriage. After
Boris returned from the army they had a son called Garik. He lived for 8 months and died, either
from angina or diphtheria. At that time uncle Boris (he was director of the store) rented a room,
and their family left our house. The war began on 22nd June 1941. Uncle Boris was summoned to
the army almost immediately. Uncle Boris was wounded, but went through the whole war, and
finished it in Austria. He came to Kiev to pick up his family in August 1945. Boris was awarded the
Red Star Order. He served in our army in Romania until 1947. His daughter Sveta was born there.
Their family returned to their small apartment in Kiev, where they had lived before the war. After
the war Boris worked as director of a store. They lived a difficult life because of their terrible living
conditions. They had a 16m2 room. His wife's sister (she'd lost her husband to the war) and her
daughter were living with them. She was mentally ill and couldn't work. There were six of them
living in this small room. The children went to school. Uncle Boris had a very stressful job, his wife
Sonia was very ill and didn't work. It was worse than hell. Uncle Boris came back from the war a
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different person. He had been a jovial man before the war. But after the war he became very
nervous, everybody irritated him, even the children. His older daughter Marochka cried sometimes
saying, 'Why did you come, I'd rather live with Uncle Pavlusha'. In the late 1950s they received an
apartment. It was a small apartment in a Khrushchovka, which had a small kitchen, shower, no
bathtub, and a small toilet. But they were all so happy. Boris died in 1972.
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