
Marina Shoihet's Maternal Grandfather,
Moisey Reznik 

This is my grandfather on my mother's side, Moisey Reznik. The photo was taken in Gaisin in 1916.
Moisey Reznik, my grandfather, born in 1878, lived in the town of Stavische, Vinnitsa region. My
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grandmother was introduced to my grandfather at some big wedding. She was 14 and he was 17
years old. They were engaged and then corresponded for four years. My grandmother was not
skilled in writing and she wrote her letters using a special letter manual. My grandfather grew up in
a poorer family, but he studied and read more, he knew Hebrew, studied the Torah and could
interpret the Talmud. He graduated from yeshivah. They got married when my grandmother was
18 and my grandfather was 21 years old. After the wedding they lived in Dashev. My grandfather
grew up in the forest and he rented an apartment in the more spacious outskirts of Dashev.
Grandfather Moisey didn't have any business of his own and they were living with my
grandmother's parents. He assisted my grandmother's father, but he didn't feel very comfortable
about it. It took them a while to start their own business and have a household of their own. They
were renting a part of the house, owned by a Russian family. Some noble family was living across
the street from their home and my grandmother told me that when they were children they liked to
watch what was going on in the yard of these people. There was music playing, and besides, they
had beautiful equipages. My grandfather's parents were not so well off. His father worked as an
assistant accountant or an accountant at some timber merchant's company. The name of my
grandfather's father was Nuhim Reznik, and his wife's name was Reizl. My grandfather had three
sisters - Hontia, Sheva and the third one's name I don't remember. They lived in the woods not far
from Vinnitsa. My mother loved to visit my grandfather's parents in the woods. She usually went
there on holiday in the summer. They made a swing for her and she spent time there enjoying the
fresh air. My grandfather's sisters had a great sense of music. They were friends with the family of
that timber merchant. They had an opportunity to read interesting Russian and Jewish books.
Besides, they knew quite a few arias from operas and my mother enjoyed their company very
much. Unlike the family of my grandmother, the family of grandfather Moisey was much more
pious. They observed all Jewish laws and traditions, the kashrut and everything. My grandmother
told me that she was having a hard time when his parents visited them. Dishes for dairy products
were to be kept separately from those for meat products, and the food was to be cooked
differently. Grandfather Moisey was a religious man. He knew the Torah and the Talmud, but he
wasn't fanatically religious. There was no synagogue in Dashev, but there was a prayer house,
where my grandfather went. Even my grandfather and grandmother's wedding was almost
jeopardized by the order of my grandfather's father Nuhim to have my grandmother cover her hair
with a kerchief, as was appropriate for a married woman. She had very beautiful hair and she
couldn't accept this request especially as her own father never requested her to do this. She was
very upset, but she agreed to do as she was asked and put on the kerchief. They had a traditional
Jewish wedding with a chuppah and everything else.
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