
Eva Ryzhevskaya With Her Daughter Olga
Romanova 

This is me with my daughter Olga Romanova, nee Krichevskaya. The picture was taken by my
husband Leonid in our apartment in Moscow in 1964. I met my future husband at work. Leonid
Krichevskiy was an engineer. He worked with medical X-ray and physiotherapy apparatus. We got
married in 1952. In 1954 my daughter was born. She was named Olga after my perished sister. The
birth of my daughter changed my life. My maternity leave was very short - only two months. I had
to put Olga in a nursery so I could go back to work. The salary of engineers was very skimpy, it was
hardly enough to get by. I couldn't afford to stay with the baby. Leonid wasn't able to provide for
us. In 1960 I was assigned chief of the physiotherapy department of the hospital. Of course, it was
a promotion, but I didn't get a pay rise. We didn't have enough money for a comfortable living. So I
had to look for additional work. When my daughter turned one, I went to work half time for the
military academy of chemical defense. I held lectures there three times a week for four hours. I
worked there for thirteen years. Olga went to school. She was growing up. My husband and I were
atheists. Olga was raised without knowing anything about Jewish traditions, history and religion.
Like the rest of the children she was a pioneer and a Komsomol member. We celebrated Soviet
holidays such as 1st May, 7th November, Soviet Army Day, and Victory Day. When our daughter
was little we had a family tradition: on 9th May we went to the Grave of the Unknown Soldier and
laid down flowers at the monument. In the evening we had a modest dinner, and my husband and I
told our daughter about the war, and the way our victory was gained. Olga was raised a patriot.
Having finished school she entered the Moscow Electric and Technical Communications Institute,
the department of telecommunications. I was worried about my daughter, but she succeeded in
passing her entrance exams and was enrolled in the first year. Olga was a good student, and she
was assigned a job in Moscow after her graduation. She got a mandatory job assignment to the
Moscow urban telephone network to work as an engineer.
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