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This is a picture of me with a friend. I?m the one on the left. This was my first postwar photograph
when I returned to Kiev. I was a college student in 1946. In July 1946 I was demobilized and sent to
Kiev military regiment. My parents looked forward to my coming back. They failed to get back our
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apartment. Some other tenants lived there. According to the law war veterans could have their
prewar dwelling returned to them. When I arrived we managed to move into a smaller room. A
partial was installed in the bigger room. My parents and those other tenants shared this room. I
became a 3rd-year student at construction college. After finishing it I entered the All-Union
Extramural Engineering Construction College. There was an affiliate in Kiev. I worked as a foreman
at a construction site and attended classes after work. I had friends at the Construction College. We
got together to celebrate holidays: 1st May, October Revolution Day and New Year's. At the New
Year's party in 1949 I met Maria Lenkova, a Jewish girl. I liked Maria very much. She was a student
of the Faculty of Geography of Kiev State University. She was born in Boguslav in 1928. We went
for walks, to the cinema and theater together. Proletarski Park was renamed Pervomayski, there
were brass and symphonic orchestras playing in the park. I worked in construction and studied. My
first construction was in Mechnikova Street where we built huge apartment houses for construction
workers. Later I was involved in the construction of Kiev Prosthetic Plant. After finishing college I
went to work at a Design Institute called Ukrgiprotorg: it was responsible for the design and
construction of trade agencies all over the country. I started my career as a technician there and
was promoted to chief project engineer. I worked there for 50 years.
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