
Czeslawa Tikitin With A Friend 

This picture was taken before World War II, in the 1930s. It shows my mother, Czeslawa Tikitin (nee
Drutowska) and a friend, whom I don?t know. My mother was born in 1897. She went to a girls'
gymnasium in Lodz. She wanted to enroll in a university but Grandpa wouldn't allow it. I know Mom
was musically gifted, she used to sing and play the piano back before her marriage. My mom loved
traveling. She went to Palestine with my father in 1930-something, I'm sure she went to Venice as
well. She led quite an active life. Mom told me an anecdote once: apparently I told a teacher I had
to be independent, because if I waited for Mom to get home and help me do my homework, I'd
never do anything. She had her favorite café - on the corner of Piotrkowska and Moniuszki streets -
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which she used to go to almost everyday. She'd meet her friends there, but unfortunately I don't
remember any of them. In 1939 Lodz was taken in seven days. My mother kept saying we ought to
go east, do whatever it takes not to be under German rule. Both Grandpa and my father thought it
was exaggerated out of all proportion, though, and that the Germans wouldn't do anything bad,
because they're such a cultured nation. At the end of November or early in December 1939 the
Germans told us to leave our house. There were just the three of us at the time - Grandma, Mom,
and me.
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