
Buko Pizanti's Fellow Soldiers 

This photo was taken on 31st June 1918. These are fellow soldiers of my father Buko Pizanti. The
photo was taken during his detainment because of the trial. They had this picture taken and sent it
to him. I don?t know any of the people on the photo. In 1918 my father fought as a volunteer in
World War I. He had a medal of valor despite his death sentence. My father was a volunteer in the
6th infantry division [of the Bulgarian Army] during World War I. He was sentenced to death for
organizing a mutiny. His sentence was N1009, issued on 12th April 1918. He was imprisoned,
because he had organized a mutiny. He was court-martialed. He was imprisoned in a barge
together with his accomplices with the aim to sink it in the Danube near Vidin. But the international
community managed to save them. In the end, in 1925 he was sent to prison, although he had
nothing to do with the terrorist act. [Editor's note: the interviewee is referring to the bombing of the
Sveta Nedelia Church] My father's trial was very frightening. He had a death sentence. I wasn't
allowed at the trial, because I was young, but my mother and my sister Liza went there. My mother
was deaf. When Liza returned, she cried all the time. My father was beaten a lot, they hanged him
with his feet upwards for 24 hours beating him on the heels. When my father was in prison,
whatever we ate, my mother always divided it into five parts. She gave him his part when she went
to see him every Friday. I also went to visit him: we had to wait in line before we were allowed to
go in.
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