
Sima Medved 

This is a picture of me taken for my new passport in Kiev in 2001. Perestroika began in the 1990s,
and I didn't care much about the crash of communist ideas. I was hoping for a better future for the
next generations. I haven't lost my ideals: I still believe that the ideas of communism are very good
and correct. I think some people misinterpreted them in the wrong way. Communists are just
people, too, and they can be wrong and make mistakes like any other person. Many things have
changed. Ukraine declared independence, but I'm sorry about the huge and mighty multinational
state that disintegrated. We can enjoy freedom of the press and freedom of speech. People can
travel all over the world and have their own business. But old people have a hard life because their
pensions are very low. I hope it will change in the future. My daughter and her husband are
pensioners now. Asia is at home and Alik still does some work every now and then. He is a highly
qualified design engineer. Alla married her classmate, a very nice Russian boy. Asia and I had no
objections to their marriage. Love and understanding is what matters. They get along very well.
They own a car business. They have four sons, and they all are the joy and love of my life: Michael,
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named after his great-grandfather, is 18, Ilia is 15, Daniel is 10 and Leo, my closest friend, is 7
years old. I will soon be 96, but I try to lead an active life: I help them to boil milk, dust my room
and sometimes spend some time in the yard. I like to visit Hesed: I recite poems in Yiddish there. I
have a hearing problem, and Hesed provided a hearing aid for me. I'm very concerned about the
situation in Israel. I have many dear people who live there. I just hope that no other tragedy will
strike my people. When the Iron Curtain fell in the 1990s, and Jews got an opportunity to move to
Israel, I was old. Who can move at 96 years of age? And my daughter and grandchildren have no
plans to move, either.
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