
Frieda Berkovits 

This is my mother, Frieda Berkovits. The picture was taken during a walk in the park in Tallinn in
1965. My mother Frieda was born in 1889. My mother's family was religious and all Jewish
traditions were strictly followed. Yiddish was spoken at home. My mother was a milliner before
getting married; she made very pretty hats. After getting married both my parents worked. My
mother made hats at home and my father was a tailor. They lived modestly, refusing themselves
many things. With time they managed to save enough money to open a fabric store. They sold silk
and woolen fabric. The store was in the downtown area, located in a thoroughfare and gradually it
became prosperous. At first, my mother worked in the store as a cashier. Once the business took
off, they hired workers and my mother became a housewife. My father didn't work in the store
either, he hired sales assistants. The family was large and my mother had maids. There were five
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children in the family. My mother died on 10th February 1966. My father survived her by two years.
He passed away on 18th February 1968. They were buried in the Jewish cemetery in Tallinn. Their
tombs are next to each other. They were buried in accordance with Jewish tradition. It's strange
that the Jewish cemetery in Tallinn wasn't destroyed during occupation and the Soviet times, none
of the graves were desecrated by the fascists, nor any of the tombstones demolished. That
cemetery is still there.
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